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Core Skills Analysis
Science

¢ The student learned about the physical adaptations of brown bears, such as their thick coat,
which helps them survive in cold climates.

¢ The explanation of claws highlights the importance of physical features in hunting and foraging
practices among wild animals.

¢ The discussion on dietary habits introduces concepts of trophic levels and the bear's role as
both a predator and a forager in its ecosystem.

¢ Understanding that bears can eat berries that humans cannot illustrates the idea of species-
specific diets and adaptations that allow certain animals to thrive on resources that others
cannot.

Reading Comprehension

e The activity required the student to read and understand key information about brown bears,
enhancing their ability to process and retain factual knowledge.

¢ Identifying specific features of bears, like catching fish, aids in developing the student's ability
to pick out main ideas and supporting details.

¢ The student practiced inferencing skills by deducing why certain adaptations, like claws and
thick fur, are beneficial for brown bears in their natural habitat.

¢ Engaging with narrative facts about animals promotes vocabulary growth and encourages
curiosity about wildlife, nurturing a habit of reading.

Environmental Studies

¢ The student learned about the natural habitat of brown bears and how they interact with their
environment, which fosters an appreciation for wildlife conservation.

¢ By exploring the food sources of brown bears, the student gains insight into the
interconnectedness of species and the importance of biodiversity.

¢ Understanding the role of brown bears in their ecosystem helps highlight the consequences of
environmental changes and the importance of protecting such habitats.

¢ The activity introduces the concept of seasonal behaviors in wildlife, as bears are known for
specific foraging and hibernation patterns based on food availability.

Tips

To further enhance the student's learning experience, it's beneficial to incorporate hands-on
activities that relate to the material, such as a field trip to a local wildlife refuge or a virtual tour of a
national park that is home to brown bears. Additionally, creating a simple craft, such as making bear
paw prints or a diorama of a river environment, could solidify their understanding of bear habitats.
Further reading on animal adaptations can broaden their knowledge, while exploring local species in
their area will foster a personal connection to wildlife conservation.

Book Recommendations

e Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by Bill Martin Jr. & Eric Carle: This beloved
children's book features a rhythmic, repetitive format that explores a variety of animals,
including bears, in vivid illustrations.

e The Grizzly Bear Who Lost His GRRRR! by Robynne Raye: A whimsical story about a grizzly
bear on a quest to rediscover his roar, promoting themes of self-discovery and confidence.

¢ Qver in the Forest: Come and Take a Peek by Marilyn Janovitz: Engaging illustrations and
rhythmic text invite children to explore forest wildlife, including bears, while learning about
their habitats.
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Learning Standards

¢ Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) 3-LS3-1: Students learn about heredity and
adaptation through brown bears' physical traits.

e Common Core State Standards (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.1): The student identifies main ideas
and details in the reading, addressing comprehension skills.

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.7: The student is encouraged to engage in research projects,
exploring topics like local wildlife.
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