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Core Skills Analysis
Geography

¢ The student learned about the diverse landscapes of the American Southwest, including
national parks like Zion and Bryce Canyon, which deepens their understanding of geographical
features such as canyons and rock formations.

¢ Understanding the significance of each park's location and climate helped the student develop
map-reading skills and spatial awareness, which are crucial in geography.

¢ The exploration provided insights into ecosystems and wildlife specific to the Southwest
region, reinforcing knowledge on how geography impacts biodiversity.

¢ By visiting various landmarks, the student gained appreciation for natural formations, fostering
a sense of environmental stewardship and awareness of conservation efforts.

Science

¢ The student observed geological formations in the parks, learning about the processes of
erosion and sedimentation, enhancing their comprehension of Earth science concepts.

¢ Exposure to various ecosystems within the parks, such as desert and forest habitats, allowed
the student to see firsthand how different environments support unique life forms.

¢ The student was introduced to concepts of climate and weather patterns in the arid regions of
the Southwest, linking the knowledge of atmospheric science to real-world observations.

¢ Engagement with park-specific conservation efforts taught the student about ecological
balance and the importance of protecting natural resources.

History

¢ The student learned about the historical significance of the areas they visited, such as Native
American heritage in Monument Valley, which provided context for cultural studies.

¢ By exploring the names and stories behind places like Mesa Verde, the student connected
historical events with geographical locations, enriching their understanding of American
history.

¢ The history of conservation and the establishment of the national parks gave the student
insight into environmental policies and the evolution of public land management.

e Documentation of explorers and settlers in these regions offered a narrative of human
interaction with the land, contributing to a broader grasp of U.S. history.

Tips

To further enhance the learning experience, consider organizing a project where the student can
create a detailed brochure or a digital presentation on their favorite national park, incorporating
maps, historical facts, and drawings. A follow-up activity could include a nature journal, where they
document their observations from each park, fostering writing and observational skills. Engage the
student in discussions about the ecological or geological significance of each site to deepen their
understanding of the subject matter.

Book Recommendations

¢ The National Parks: America's Best Idea by Ken Burns: An engaging exploration of America's
national parks, detailing their creation, ecology, and beauty, perfect for young readers looking
to learn more about these natural wonders.

e KenBurns: The National Parks, America's Best Idea - A Visual History by Ken Burns: An
illustrated history of the national parks, showing stunning photographs and sharing stories that
will captivate young explorers of the great outdoors.

¢ National Parks of the USA by Lizann Flatt: A beautifully illustrated book that introduces children
to the various national parks, providing fun facts, history, and details about wildlife.
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+National+Parks%3A+America%27s+Best+Idea
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=KenBurns%3A+The+National+Parks%2C+America%27s+Best+Idea+-+A+Visual+History
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=National+Parks+of+the+USA
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Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELL.A.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics
and texts.

e NGSS.5-ESS2-1: Develop a model to describe the movement of Earth's components and the
energy they provide.

¢ SS.5.CG.3: Describe how geography impacts culture and development across societies.
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