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Core Skills Analysis
History

¢ Gain an understanding of the Maya civilization and its architectural significance through hands-
on building.

e Learn about the historical context of Chichén Itza and the cultural practices of the ancient
Maya.

e Explore the purpose behind the design and architecture of El Castillo, including its
astronomical alignments and religious uses.

e Foster a deeper appreciation for historical landmarks and their preservation through virtual
reconstruction.

Mathematics

¢ Practice spatial awareness and geometry by calculating dimensions and scaling the structure
accurately in Minecraft.

¢ Engage in problem-solving skills while determining the number of blocks needed for
construction.

¢ Apply principles of symmetry and proportion in replicating the temple's design features.

¢ Enhance measurement skills by understanding the metrics of Minecraft blocks in relation to
real-life dimensions.

Art and Design

¢ Develop creativity and artistic skills by customizing textures and colors for the temple's
appearance.

¢ Encourage visual design thinking by experimenting with different architectural styles and
features within the Minecraft platform.

¢ Learn about elements of design such as balance, contrast, and emphasis while constructing an
aesthetically pleasing temple.

¢ Understand the importance of cultural representation in art by accurately representing Mayan
designs and motifs.

Technology

¢ Enhance digital literacy by navigating the Minecraft interface and utilizing its building
mechanics effectively.

¢ Explore basic programming concepts and logical reasoning through command blocks and
redstone mechanics, if applicable.

e Encourage troubleshooting skills as the student learns to rectify construction issues or
technical challenges in the game.

e Foster collaboration and communication skills if working with peers in a multiplayer setting
while building.

Tips

To enhance the student's understanding of the ancient Maya civilization, parents and teachers can
encourage further exploration by providing additional resources such as books or documentaries
about Mayan history and architecture. Engage the student in discussions about the significance of
Chichén Itza beyond its architectural features, addressing its cultural and religious importance.
Consider planning a field trip to a nearby museum with Mesoamerican exhibits, or organizing a
themed project where the student can compare and contrast other world wonders. Additional
activities could include creating a presentation about the similarities and differences between the El
Castillo temple and other famous structures, or experimenting with building other historical
landmarks in Minecraft to broaden their learning.
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Book Recommendations

e The Maya by Elizabeth Mann: A detailed exploration of the ancient Maya civilization, its culture,
architecture, and contributions to the world.

e The Secrets of the Maya by Lynda Jones: A compelling journey into the life, culture, and
achievements of the Maya, perfect for young readers interested in history.

¢ Minecraft: Guide to Creative by Mojang AB: An essential guide for young builders on how to
create stunning structures and landscapes in Minecraft.

Learning Standards

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.7: Integrate information from several texts on the same topic to write
or speak about the subject knowledgeably.

e CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.5.G.A.2: Represent and interpret data using geometric shapes, including
angles and symmetry.

¢ CCSS.ARTS.VA: Responding and analyzing artistic works created in various media.

e CCSS.STEAM: Engage students in a project-based learning experience that promotes critical
thinking and innovation.
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