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Core Skills Analysis

English

The student learned how to structure a presentation effectively, including creating a clear
introduction, body, and conclusion, which enhances their writing and speaking skills.
They developed their vocabulary by researching specific terms related to lobotomy, enabling
them to articulate complex ideas more clearly and precisely.
The preparation process involved drafting scripts and practicing delivery, which improved their
verbal communication and public speaking abilities.
By considering their audience while creating the presentation, the student gained insights into
persuasive writing techniques and engaging storytelling.

Science

The student acquired knowledge about lobotomy as a medical procedure, understanding its
historical context and ethical implications, which connects science with social studies.
They explored the biological impacts of lobotomy on brain function and mental health, which
provided a practical application of their biological sciences curriculum.
The activity encouraged critical thinking, as the student analyzed the scientific evidence
surrounding the efficacy and morality of lobotomies.
Through the research process, they learned the importance of using credible sources to
substantiate scientific claims, enhancing their research skills.

Tips

To further enhance the learning experience, parents and teachers could encourage discussions
surrounding the ethical dilemmas of lobotomy, allowing students to engage critically with the
material. Setting up a debate could also foster their argumentative skills and help them articulate
varied perspectives. Additional activities like creating a brochure about mental health treatments or
hosting a Q&A session with a health professional could deepen their understanding. Incorporating
multimedia elements into their presentations, such as videos or animations about brain anatomy,
could also improve engagement and learning outcomes.

Book Recommendations

The Brain: A Very Short Introduction by Gioia Timpanelli: This book provides a concise overview
of the human brain's structure and function, touching on topics like mental illness and
treatments, including lobotomy.
A Taste of Blackberries by Doris Buchanan Smith: A novel exploring themes of loss and mental
health through the eyes of a young boy, encouraging discussions about emotional and
psychological aspects related to medical procedures.
Brain on Fire: My Month of Madness by Susannah Cahalan: A memoir detailing the author’s
experience with a rare neurological condition, providing insights into brain function and mental
health.

Learning Standards

ACARA Code: ACELA1528 - Understand how language varies based on the context and how this
can be applied in public speaking.
ACARA Code: ACSSU149 - Biological sciences underpinning the understanding of brain
functions.
ACARA Code: ACSHE160 - Addressing the ethical considerations of scientific progress.
ACARA Code: ACELY1721 - Creating and presenting texts by structuring ideas logically.
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