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Core Skills Analysis

Mathematics

The student practiced spatial awareness by arranging household items to create a structurally
sound fort.
Measuring the length and width of items helped the student understand basic concepts of
measurement and dimensions.
Understanding balance and weight distribution enabled the student to think critically about
which items would best support their fort construction.
The activity encouraged the use of patterns and symmetry, as the student may have tried to
replicate a symmetrical design in their fort.

Science

The student explored basic engineering principles by determining how to construct a stable
structure using everyday materials.
Investigating the strength and flexibility of different household items provided insights into
material properties.
Experimentation with various configurations of items allowed the student to learn about cause
and effect in relation to structural integrity.
The theme of the fort itself could lead to discussions about habitats and shelter in nature,
fostering awareness of environmental science.

Art

The activity sparked creativity, allowing the student to express their individuality through
design choices for the fort.
Incorporating decoration or thematic elements into the fort enhanced their understanding of
aesthetic principles.
The act of building itself functioned as a three-dimensional art project, sharpening fine motor
skills through crafting.
Color selection and arrangement of items involved critical thinking and design planning,
promoting artistic judgment.

Social Studies

The fort-building activity allows for cooperative play when done with peers, enhancing
teamwork and communication skills.
Discussions surrounding the concept of shelter can help cultivate an understanding of different
cultures and historical homes.
The student can reflect on their own 'home' in the fort’s design, prompting discussions about
safety and comfort in different communities.
Exploring the idea of forts throughout history teaches students about historical structures and
their purposes in various societies.

Tips

To enhance the learning experience, consider encouraging the student to keep a journal
documenting their fort-building process, which ties in writing skills. For further exploration, the child
could build forts based on themes from stories, enhancing literacy while incorporating creativity.
Additionally, organizing a collaborative fort-building project with friends can foster social skills and
teamwork. Exploring various household items through challenges, such as using only a limited
number of items or incorporating movement, can also expand the student’s critical thinking and
problem-solving abilities.
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Book Recommendations

The Three Little Pigs by James Marshall: This classic tale can inspire discussions on
construction, strong materials, and the importance of planning when building.
Fort Building Time by Meghan McCarthy: A fun and imaginative book that encourages children
to use their creativity for fort building while introducing concepts of teamwork.
The House That Jack Built by Simms Taback: A charming narrative that showcases construction
and design as Jack builds a house, which can parallel the fort-building activity.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts that name a topic and supply
some facts about the topic.
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.1.G.A.2 - Compose two-dimensional shapes or three-dimensional shapes
to create a composite shape.
NGSS.3-PS2-1 - Ask questions to determine cause and effect relationships of electric or
magnetic interactions between two objects.
NCSS.D2.Civ.6.3-5 - Explain how people from different cultures, backgrounds, and communities
have created shelters in various parts of the world.
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