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Core Skills Analysis

History

The student learned about the founding of Pennsylvania and the role of William Penn in
establishing a colony based on religious freedom and democracy.
The activity helped the student understand the significance of Pennsylvania's diverse cultural
heritage, including the contributions of various immigrant groups.
The student gained insights into key historical events that shaped Pennsylvania, such as the
Revolutionary War and the establishment of Philadelphia as a pivotal city in American history.
Through exploration of historical landmarks and events, the student developed an appreciation
for the influence of Pennsylvania in both state and national contexts.

Tips

To further enhance your child's understanding of Pennsylvania's rich history, consider organizing
field trips to local historical sites or museums that focus on Pennsylvania's role in American history.
Engage in discussions about the different cultural influences that have shaped the state and
encourage your child to explore historical documents or biographies of notable figures like William
Penn. Incorporating interactive activities, such as reenactments or creating a timeline of
Pennsylvania's history, can also deepen their engagement with the subject.

Book Recommendations

The Pennsylvania Adventure by Lynn L. McCoy: A captivating exploration of Pennsylvania's
history and geography, this book introduces young readers to the state's various landscapes
and historical milestones.
William Penn: Our Founding Father by Lila L. Smith: This biography shares the life and legacy
of William Penn, emphasizing his role in establishing Pennsylvania and advocating for religious
freedom.
The Amish of Pennsylvania by Barbara A. Darnell: A unique look into the lives of the Amish
community in Pennsylvania, detailing their traditions, values, and contributions to the state’s
culture.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.5-8.2: Identify the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.5-8.3: Analyze how a series of events follows from specific individuals or
ideas.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.1: Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.
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