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Core Skills Analysis

Science

The student has learned about the characteristics of shield volcanoes, including their broad,
gently sloping sides.
The student identified specific examples of shield volcanoes, such as Mauna Loa in Hawaii,
enhancing geographic awareness.
They explored the eruptive nature of shield volcanoes, relating it to concepts of magma flow
and lava formation.
The student gained an understanding of the difference between shield volcanoes and other
types of volcanoes, such as stratovolcanoes.

Geography

The student has mapped out locations of various shield volcanoes worldwide, understanding
their global distribution.
They analyzed the impact of shield volcanoes on local geography and ecosystems, fostering an
understanding of environmental interactions.
The activity included looking into how tectonic plate movements contribute to the formation of
these volcanoes.
Students learned about the regions that are at risk for volcanic activity, promoting awareness
of natural hazards.

Writing

The student practiced summarizing information about shield volcanoes in their own words,
enhancing writing skills.
They engaged in descriptive writing by detailing the features and processes associated with
shield volcanoes.
The student utilized clear and coherent sentence structure to convey scientific concepts
effectively.
They learned to structure information logically, developing paragraphs to present facts about
shield volcanoes.

Tips

To further enhance the student’s learning experience, consider incorporating hands-on activities
such as creating a model of a shield volcano using clay. This tactile method can aid in understanding
its structure and formation. Reading non-fiction books about volcanoes and integrating video content
about volcanic eruptions can also help. Additionally, organizing a small group discussion can
encourage collaborative learning, allowing the child to share insights and ask questions.

Book Recommendations

Volcanoes! by Jack Dubowski: An engaging introduction to volcanoes, filled with facts and
colorful illustrations that capture the imagination.
Eruption: Volcanoes and the Science of Saving Lives by Elizabeth Rusch: This book combines
thrilling stories of volcanic eruptions with the science behind them, making it accessible for
young readers.
The Magic School Bus Inside a Hurricane by Joanna Cole: While centered on weather, this
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story introduces geological concepts in a fun way, including discussions about natural
disasters like volcanoes.

Learning Standards

SC.4.E.6.2 - Explore the impact of volcanic eruptions on the Earth’s surface.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and
convey ideas.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.7 - Interpret information presented visually, orally, or
quantitatively.


