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Core Skills Analysis

Biology

The student gained hands-on experience with anatomy by identifying key parts of the sheep eye,
such as the cornea, lens, and retina.
Understanding the function of different components of the eye contributed to the student’s
knowledge of how vision works in mammals.
The dissection allowed the student to appreciate the complexity of biological systems and the
interrelatedness of structure and function.
By engaging in a collaborative dissection with peers, the student developed skills in teamwork and
communication within a scientific context.

Scientific Method

Through the dissection, the student practiced observational skills by noting the physical
characteristics of the eye tissue.
The activity encouraged the formulation of hypotheses regarding the functions and conditions of
eye components before and after dissection.
The student had the opportunity to ask questions and develop a deeper understanding of
scientific inquiry as they manipulated the specimen themselves.
Data collection and analysis were simulated, as the student documented their findings and drew
conclusions from their observations.

Health Science

The dissection revealed insights into how eyes are structured similarly across species, promoting
an understanding of animal anatomy and health.
The student explored the implications for eyesight and health, including discussions on common
ocular diseases and preservation techniques.
Learning about the physiological aspects of the eye linked to broader topics in health, such as
nutrition and its effects on vision.
The experience can inspire a future interest in careers related to health science, potentially
leading to further exploration of fields like optometry or veterinary sciences.

Tips

To enhance learning experiences related to the sheep eye dissection, consider integrating multimedia
resources that explain the anatomy and functions of the eye in greater detail. Parents or teachers could
encourage students to research diseases affecting vision and how these issues are addressed medically.
Setting up follow-up activities, such as comparisons between sheep eyes and other animal eyes, could
deepen their understanding. Additionally, engaging in project-based learning activities that include
creating informational brochures or presentations about eye anatomy can reinforce the concepts
learned during the dissection.

Book Recommendations

The Eye Book: A First Book of Optics by Bruce Koscielniak: An introductory book on the anatomy
and function of the eye, suitable for young readers.
Eyes: A Visual History of the Human Eye by Graham J. McMichaels: This book provides a detailed
overview of eye anatomy, vision, and historical perspectives on sight.
The Dissection Guide: Exploring Animal Anatomy by David Attenborough: A comprehensive guide
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that explores various animal anatomies with illustrations, perfect for understanding dissections.

Learning Standards

Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) - MS-LS1-3: Develop and use a model to describe the
function of a cell and the unique structures that support specific functions in animals.
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) - 6-8.RST.3: Follow precisely a multistep procedure when
carrying out experiments, taking measurements, or performing technical tasks.
Health Education Standards - 1.5.1: Describe the relationship between body systems and overall
health.


