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Core Skills Analysis

Science

The student has learned about animal care, including the basic needs of hamsters such as
food, water, and shelter.
They have gained an understanding of the biological aspects of hamsters, including their
habitats and behaviors.
The student has developed skills in observing and documenting daily activities of the hamster,
which promotes scientific inquiry and data recording.
Through the responsibility of pet ownership, the student learns about the life cycle of animals
and the concepts of domestication.

Math

The student engages in basic arithmetic by calculating the costs associated with purchasing a
hamster and its supplies.
They can create a budget, elucidating how to differentiate between wants and needs in
financial management.
Understanding measurements can come into play when assessing cage sizes and quantities of
food needed.
By tracking the hamster's weight and growth over time, the student practices using graphs
and data interpretation.

Language Arts

The student might have engaged in reading and writing by researching information about
hamsters and writing care instructions.
They develop their vocabulary by learning specific terms related to pet care and animal
behavior.
The student can practice narrative skills by sharing experiences and stories related to their
hamster’s behavior or milestones.
By explaining care procedures to others, they also enhance their communication and
presentation skills.

Social Studies

The student has gained knowledge about the role of pets in human life and cultural
significance across different societies.
They explore ethical considerations regarding pet ownership, such as animal welfare and
responsibilities to living creatures.
Understanding social interaction through caring for a pet can also lead to discussions about
companionship and community.
The student learns about the impact of pets on families and how they can influence social
dynamics.

Tips

To further enhance the learning experience, consider encouraging the student to keep a daily journal
documenting their hamster's behavior and care routine. This could enhance their observation skills
and facilitate discussions about animal behavior in science classes. Additionally, engaging in group
discussions or projects about the ethical treatment of pets can expand their social studies
knowledge. Suggesting them to explore local pet adoption events or visiting animal shelters can also
provide a broader understanding of animal care and community responsibilities. Other activities
could include creating financial plans for pet care, engaging in storytelling about their pet, or
initiating science experiments related to hamster behavior.
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Book Recommendations

Hamster Mascot by Gina Bellisario: This book tells the story of a young girl and her pet
hamster, exploring themes of friendship and responsibility.
The Complete Guide to Hamsters by David L. Harrison: A comprehensive guide on caring for
hamsters, covering everything from their habitat to their diet.
Wagging Tails by Kelly Milner Halls: A fun and informative read about various pets, including
hamsters, and what it means to take care of them.

Learning Standards

Science: Understand Group and Relationship of Animals - SC1.2
Math: Handling Money, Budgeting and Financial Literacy - M1.3
Language Arts: Writing and Reading Comprehension Development - LA1.4
Social Studies: Understanding Community and Social Responsibility - SS1.5
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