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Core Skills Analysis

Biology

Sydney learned about the anatomy of worms, understanding how they are structured and how
their body parts function, which are crucial when preparing them as food for axolotls.
The activity allowed Sydney to observe the life cycle of worms, providing insights into their
reproduction and growth, fostering a deeper appreciation for living organisms.
Hands-on experience with cutting worms enabled Sydney to connect theoretical knowledge of
ecosystems with practical applications in feeding and care of other species.
This activity encouraged Sydney to consider the dietary needs of axolotls and how natural food
sources function in the ecosystem, enhancing her understanding of food chains.

Mathematics

Sydney practiced measurement skills while determining how much of a worm to cut for
appropriate portions for the axolotl.
The activity involved counting the number of worms and pieces prepared, which reinforced her
numerical skills and understanding of basic arithmetic.
Sydney had the opportunity to explore spatial awareness and geometric concepts by observing
the shapes and sizes of the worm segments.
This hands-on activity can also stimulate logical reasoning as she assesses how many worms are
needed based on the axolotl's size and feeding frequency.

Environmental Science

Through this activity, Sydney gained awareness of the ecological role of worms in soil health and
nutrient cycling, vital for overall environmental balance.
Sydney’s interaction with live organisms fostered empathy for animals and an understanding of
their habitat needs and dietary preferences.
This experience can spark discussions about sustainability and responsible pet ownership, as she
learns about sourcing food that is appropriate for her axolotl.
By feeding the axolotl, Sydney was introduced to concepts of animal welfare, learning how it
impacts the health and lifespan of the pet.

Tips

To enhance Sydney's learning experience, consider integrating the concepts of anatomy and
ecosystems through nature walks to observe different organisms in their habitats. Engage in discussions
about the environment's role in animal survival and how various creatures interdepend on each other.
Suggested follow-up activities include creating a food chain poster that involves axolotls and other
similar organisms, and conducting experimentation with different types of food to observe preferences
of the axolotl. This hands-on exploration will further solidify her understanding of biological and
ecological principles.

Book Recommendations

The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle: A classic children’s book that explores the life cycle of a
caterpillar, which can parallel discussions about other organisms like worms.
Worms Eat My Garbage by Mary Appelhof: An engaging book about vermicomposting that
educates children on worms and their critical role in the ecosystem.
Axolotl and the City of Mystery by Stewart R. C.: An exciting adventure story featuring an axolotl,
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promoting understanding of the species' characteristics and needs.

Learning Standards

Understanding Living Things: Recognize and describe the basic needs of plants and animals (UK
National Curriculum 3.1).
Scientific Enquiry: Develop understanding of scientific concepts through practical activities (UK
National Curriculum 4.1).
Environmental Awareness: Learn about ecosystems and the interdependence of organisms (UK
National Curriculum 5.2).


