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Core Skills Analysis

Mathematics

The student practiced spatial awareness by manipulating blocks to create different structures,
enhancing their understanding of shapes and their properties.
Counting blocks as the student builds promotes numerical skills, reinforcing one-to-one
correspondence and simple addition when determining how many more blocks are needed.
The act of balancing blocks to create a stable bridge introduces basic concepts of gravity and
equilibrium, fostering early scientific reasoning?
By observing how different arrangements change the stability of their bridge, the student is
developing critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

Literacy

Creating a story around the building process encourages narrative skills, allowing the student
to express creativity through character development and plot.
Interacting with peers during the activity can enhance communication skills, as children
describe their construction and the stories behind them.
Encouraging the student to label their structures or describe the process using simple words
aids in vocabulary development and helps them learn descriptive language.
Through storytelling, the student learns about the structure of a story—beginning, middle, and
end—providing a foundation for understanding narrative coherence.

Creative Arts

Using blocks as a medium for expression allows the child to explore artistic concepts such as
color, shape, and texture through their creations.
The act of telling stories while building promotes imaginative play, critical for cognitive
development and understanding different perspectives.
Encouraging self-expression during the storytelling phase helps the child to communicate their
ideas clearly, enhancing both verbal and non-verbal artistic skills.
Building a bridge can also inspire explorations of movement and physicality in art, as they may
act out a journey across their construction.

Tips

To further enhance the student’s learning experience, parents and teachers could introduce more
complex building challenges, such as designing structures that are taller or more intricate,
encouraging critical thinking. Incorporating themed storytelling sessions could also benefit narrative
skills, prompting the child to integrate lessons from different stories into their building concepts.
Additionally, guided discussions about different types of bridges and their purposes can enhance
understanding of real-world applications of their creations. Activities such as a treasure hunt where
children use a bridge they built to cross an imaginary river can deepen their engagement.

Book Recommendations

The Three Billy Goats Gruff by Paul Galdone: A classic tale about three goats who outsmart a
bridge-watching troll, perfect for integrating storytelling with the building of bridges using
blocks.
Rosie's Walk by Pat Hutchins: A humorous story that follows Rosie the hen on her walk,
providing opportunities to discuss paths and the concept of building with blocks.
Block City by Robert Louis Stevenson: This lyrical story inspires creativity and imagination,
showcasing the many possibilities of building with blocks.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Three+Billy+Goats+Gruff
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Rosie%27s+Walk
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Block+City
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Learning Standards

ACARA English Literacy Foundation: Students will begin to create and present their own
stories.
ACARA Mathematics Foundation: Students will connect mathematical language to their
experiences by describing shapes and construction.
ACARA The Arts Foundation: Explore and express ideas through a variety of art forms.


