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Core Skills Analysis

Literature

The student has critically analyzed the narrative structure and character development within
'The Tale of Genji' and 'The Pillow Book', gaining insights into the complexities of human
relationships in historical contexts.
They have explored the themes of love, jealousy, and social status prevalent in the Heian
period literature, understanding their significance in shaping the cultural landscape of Japan.
The student identified literary devices such as imagery and symbolism in the texts, recognizing
how these devices enhance the storytelling and convey deeper meanings.
By comparing the writings of Lady Murasaki and Sei Shonagon, the student has developed an
appreciation for differing perspectives within the same cultural and historical milieu.

History

The student has established connections between the historical context of the Heian era and
its influence on the governing system and political culture of Japan during that time.
They have investigated how literature served as a reflection of the socio-political realities of
the period, particularly notions of power, class, and gender roles.
The examination of daily life depicted in 'The Pillow Book' has provided the student with a
deeper understanding of the customs, practices, and leisure activities of the aristocratic class
in this historical context.
Through cross-referencing historical events and figures mentioned in these texts, the student
has created a timeline that illustrates the interplay between literature and historical narratives.

Cultural Studies

The student has explored the significance of art, poetry, and aesthetics in Heian culture,
recognizing their role in shaping identity and social norms.
They identified how 'The Tale of Genji' and 'The Pillow Book' reflect the cultural values of
aesthetics and personal expression, paving the way for modern Japanese literature.
The student investigated the political undertones within these literary works, noticing how they
subtly critique or reinforce cultural hierarchies and governance.
By engaging with the texts, the student has fostered a broader understanding of Japan's
cultural heritage and its implications for contemporary society.

Political Science

The student has analyzed the governance structures depicted in the texts, noting the role of
courtly politics in shaping personal relationships and social dynamics.
They have critically examined how literature serves as a form of political commentary,
providing insights into the power dynamics of the Heian court.
The exploration of gender roles within literature has enabled the student to understand larger
themes of political power and female agency during the Heian period.
By evaluating the implications of these texts on modern political discourse in Japan, the
student has drawn parallels with contemporary governance issues.

Tips

To enhance the student’s understanding of the interconnectedness of literature, history, culture, and
politics in the context of Heian Japan, it is recommended to incorporate discussions or debates
regarding the texts' relevance to modern themes. Encouraging the student to research supplemental
literature or historical analyses will deepen their comprehension. Additionally, organizing a
multimedia project could provide a creative platform for expressing their insights. Further
exploration could include analyzing additional works from the same era or participating in cultural
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workshops to gain a practical understanding of the era's customs and crafts.

Book Recommendations

The Tale of Genji by Murasaki Shikibu: Widely regarded as the world's first novel, this classic
work explores the life and loves of Hikaru Genji in Heian Japan.
Sei Shonagon: The Pillow Book by Sei Shonagon: An engaging collection of essays, lists, and
anecdotes that provide an intimate glimpse into court life during the Heian period.
Japanese Literature: An Introduction by Haruki Murakami & Philip Gabriel: A thorough
exploration of significant works in Japanese literature, contextualizing their historical and
cultural backgrounds.

Learning Standards

ACARA English: Explore how ideas are conveyed through texts (ACELT1624).
ACARA History: Examine the impact of past ideas and events on present societies (ACHHS151).
ACARA Humanities and Social Sciences: Investigate the relationships between individuals and
groups in society (ACHHS158).
ACARA Arts: Understand how art reflects cultural practices and values (ACAVAR311).
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