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Core Skills Analysis

Physical Education

The student practiced balance and coordination while controlling the hobby horse, simulating
riding techniques.
Fine motor skills were developed through the gripping of the hobby horse and maneuvering it
effectively during play.
The activity encouraged physical fitness, as the student engaged in running and jumping
movements typical of riding.
Following rules and taking turns promoted teamwork and social skills during group play or
competitions.

Literacy

The student expanded vocabulary by associating words related to horses and riding while
engaging in imaginative play.
Storytelling elements were developed as the student created narratives around their hobby
horse adventures.
Engagement with the activity encouraged descriptive language, as the student described
actions or characteristics of their hobby horse.
If they shared their experiences verbally or through writing post-activity, their communication
skills were further enhanced.

Mathematics

The activity could incorporate counting jumps or laps taken around a designated course,
reinforcing basic counting and sequencing skills.
Estimations of distance achieved during pretend riding could introduce concepts of
measurement and spatial awareness.
Timekeeping during races enables exploration of numbers, basic addition, and subtraction as
they calculate or compare times.
Possible incorporation of scorekeeping for competitions could involve basic arithmetic and
data management skills.

Tips

To further enhance the learning experience related to hobby horse play, parents and teachers can
encourage the student to create a scrapbook documenting their hobby horse adventures, integrating
literacy with creativity. Additionally, discussions about different horse breeds, care, and stories can
deepen their interest in both animals and narrative skills. Further exploration can include organizing
mini-competitions or obstacle courses, providing a way to apply mathematical concepts in real-time
through counting, measuring distances, and timing events. Incorporating stories or films about
horse riding might also expand their cultural understanding while inspiring imaginative play.

Book Recommendations

Thelma the Unicorn by Aaron Blabey: A charming story about a unicorn that realizes the
importance of being true to oneself and the value of friendship.
Horse Crazy! by Catherine Hapka: An exciting tale of two friends who are on a thrilling horse
adventure, illustrating the bond between girls and their horses.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Thelma+the+Unicorn
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Horse+Crazy%21
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Kevin the Unicorn: All About Unicorns by Chad McDowell: A fun, lighthearted book that
captures the adventures of a unicorn, perfect for sparking imagination around horses and
creativity.

Learning Standards

PE4: Develop practical skills to improve health and fitness.
EN1: Develop reading and writing skills through engagement with different texts.
MA3: Analyze contexts and effectively apply mathematical reasoning to real-life situations.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Kevin+the+Unicorn%3A+All+About+Unicorns

