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Core Skills Analysis
Science

¢ Casey demonstrated an understanding of the different layers of the atmosphere, including
their names and characteristics, during the activity. This foundational knowledge is crucial for
grasping how each layer plays a role in Earth's weather and climate.

¢ Casey identified the significance of the ozone layer and its protective function, highlighting the
importance of environmental conservation and the effects of pollutants on atmospheric layers.

¢ The student grasped the concept of temperature variations across atmospheric layers,
showcasing an ability to connect these changes to real-world weather phenomena.

¢ By analyzing the role of the atmosphere in protecting Earth from harmful solar radiation, Casey
developed a greater appreciation for Earth's systems and their interdependencies.

Tips

To further enhance Casey's learning experience, consider organizing field trips to local observatories
or science museums that focus on atmospheric science. Encouraging Casey to create a visual
project, such as a model or a poster, of the layers of the atmosphere can help reinforce the concepts
learned in this activity. Additionally, incorporating hands-on experiments that simulate atmospheric
phenomena, like weather patterns, can solidify their understanding. Reading more about climate
change and its impact on the atmosphere could also provide important context for Casey. Other
activities could include observing weather changes over a week and documenting any correlations
with atmospheric layers.

Book Recommendations

¢ The Magic School Bus: Inside the Earth by Joanna Cole: Join Ms. Frizzle and her class on a
journey through Earth's layers, including the atmosphere, filled with fun lessons and science
facts.

e Atmosphere: The Layer of Air by Deborah Hodge: A captivating exploration of atmospheric
layers, explaining their unique properties and how they affect our daily lives.

¢ Weather: A Visual Guide to Understanding the Atmosphere by John K. Dittmer: An illustrated
guide that explains how weather forms and the atmospheric layers that influence weather
patterns.

Learning Standards

¢ SCIENCE: Earth and Space Science - Recognizes that Earth's atmosphere extends from the
surface to space and has layers with different characteristics (NC code: 4-ESS2-1).

e SCIENCE: Understands the importance of the ozone layer (NC code: 4-ESS3-1).

¢ SCIENCE: Understands the relationship between atmospheric layers and weather patterns (NC
code: 4-ESS3-2).
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