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Core Skills Analysis
Media Studies

¢ The student analyzed the narrative structure of the film, recognizing elements such as plot
development, character arcs, and themes present within the Minecraft universe.

e Through viewing, the student observed the use of visual storytelling techniques, including
cinematography and animation, and how these enhance the overall message of the film.

¢ The student engaged in discussions regarding the impact of films on audience perceptions,
particularly how the portrayal of collaboration and creativity in Minecraft can influence ideas
about teamwork and problem solving.

¢ By critiquing the film's adaptation of the game, the student developed critical thinking skills
regarding how different media can transform a source material while still maintaining key
concepts.

Literacy and Reading Comprehension

¢ The student practiced listening skills, focusing on dialogue and how characters express
themselves, which contributes to understanding characterization in story-telling.

¢ Following the viewing, the student may have engaged in discussions or written reflections that
honed their summarization skills, articulating key plot points and themes.

e The experience encouraged the student to decode visual cues in storytelling, enhancing their
ability to interpret images and symbols, which is vital for comprehension in literature.

¢ The excitement of watching a film based on a popular game such as Minecraft promotes
engagement with narrative texts, motivating the student to read similar stories or adaptations.

Art and Design

¢ The student examined the artistic style of animation within the film, noting the use of color,
texture, and design that reflects the Minecraft aesthetic.

¢ Discussion about character and world design sparked an appreciation for conceptual art,
motivating the student to consider creating their own designs based on the Minecraft universe.

¢ The film provided an example of how art can convey emotions and atmosphere, prompting the
student to think critically about how visuals impact storytelling.

¢ Viewing the movie stimulated creativity, potentially leading to the student engaging in
Minecraft projects or drawing inspirations from the film in their own artistic projects.

Tips

To further improve the student's understanding and enjoyment of the themes presented in the
Minecraft movie, consider incorporating discussions about the film's messages related to community
and collaboration. Encourage the student to create their own stories or films based on Minecraft,
which can reinforce their narrative understanding. Expanding on this activity, engaging in hands-on
projects like building in Minecraft or drawing characters from the film can also reinforce concepts
learned. Additionally, facilitating viewing of behind-the-scenes content about animation techniques
may deepen their appreciation for the artistic aspects of film.

Book Recommendations

¢ Minecraft: The Island by Max Brooks: A novel that takes place in the Minecraft world,
combining adventure with creativity, this book serves as an interactive narrative that mirrors
the themes of exploration and community.

¢ The Art of Minecraft by Various Authors: This book delves into the artistic elements of
Minecraft, exploring the design processes behind the game's visual style and offering insight
into the creativity involved.

¢ How to Draw Minecraft Characters by Jesse Lee: An instructional guide that offers step-by-step
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instructions to help students recreate their favorite characters from the Minecraft universe,
fostering art skills and creativity.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.3 - Analyze how characters respond to challenges in a story.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.7 - Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the
meaning of narratives.

¢ CCSS.ARTS.MS.1 - Create works of art that exhibit proper techniques and process.

¢ CCSS.ARTS.MS.2 - Understand the relationship between art and culture through comparisons of
commercial art and original art.
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