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Core Skills Analysis
Science

¢ Oliver learned about the unique vision characteristics of cats, specifically that cats are
dichromats, allowing them to see a different range of muted colors compared to vibrant human
color perception.

¢ He gained an understanding of the conditions necessary for cats to see in low light,
recognizing that their night vision is significantly better than that of humans but still requires
some light.

e Through the video on cat vision, Oliver could visualize and reinforce the concepts discussed,
helping him to make connections between theoretical knowledge and visual representation.

¢ Oliver discovered the limitations of a cat's eyesight, understanding that while they can see well
in darkness, their vision is blurrier than human vision, affecting distance perception.

English Language Arts (ELA)

¢ Oliver practiced handwriting by tracing and writing sentences, which helps improve his motor
skills and letter formation.

¢ He worked with a word bank to write homonyms, antonyms, and synonyms, enhancing his
vocabulary and understanding of word relationships.

¢ The writing activities helped Oliver develop his sentence structure and composition skills,
leading to more coherent writing.

e By tracing and writing the words, he also gained confidence in his writing ability, fostering a
more positive attitude towards language activities.

Reading

¢ Oliver read a story titled 'Spider Web,"' which likely helped improve his fluency and
comprehension skills through narrative context.

¢ He answered comprehension questions, providing him with an opportunity to practice
extracting and organizing information from a text.

¢ This activity also encouraged critical thinking as he analyzed the story to understand character
actions and development.

e Engaging with questions related to the reading helped build his confidence in discussing
stories and sharing his interpretations.

Social Studies

¢ Oliver learned about the history of paper money, connecting historical events to present-day
practices and enhancing his understanding of economic systems.

¢ By learning about the origins of paper money in China, he gained insights into cultural
differences and global interactions over time.

¢ He explored vocabulary related to money and its uses, which aids in building his financial
literacy and understanding of everyday transactions.

e The compound word activity helped Oliver expand his understanding of word structures and
meanings, fostering literacy in social contexts.

Math

¢ Oliver practiced categorizing numbers by breaking them down into hundreds, tens, and ones,
reinforcing his understanding of place value.

¢ He drew connections between words and numbers, which helped him visualize mathematical
concepts and enhances his reading of numerals.

¢ The activity involving circling objects with different shapes helped develop his recognition of
geometric shapes and differences.
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e Writing the number that comes between two numbers also enhanced his sequential thinking
and understanding of number order.

Tips

To further enhance Oliver's learning experience, consider integrating more visual and interactive
activities that relate to each subject. For science, experiments demonstrating light and vision could
deepen his understanding of the concepts discussed about cats. For ELA, introducing more reading
materials similar to 'Spider Web' could boost his interest in reading. In social studies, field trips or
virtual tours related to historical currency could provide real-world connections. Math games that
reinforce place value and number recognition may also make learning more enjoyable. Encourage
Oliver to share his thoughts and findings verbally to develop his comprehension and communication
skills further.

Book Recommendations

e The Cat Who Wore a Pot on Her Head by Judy Schachner: A playful story that captures the
adventures of a curious cat and the wonders of her vision and perspective.

e The Amazing Catfish by Lynn Rowe Reed: An engaging story about a cat’s adventures that
helps to introduce young readers to themes of observation and imagination.

¢ What Do You See? A Cat's Eye View of the World by Ryan Otis: This book provides a fun
perspective on the world through a cat's eyes, helping children understand differences in
vision and perception.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.1.1 - Demonstrate an understanding of the organization and basic
features of print.

¢ CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.1.NBT.A.3 - Compose and decompose numbers from 11 to 19 into tens
and ones.

e CCSS.SOCIALSTUDIES.TC.1.3 - Recognize the significance of various forms of currency in
society.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.1.5.A - Sort words into categories (e.g., colors, clothing).

e NGSS.1-LS1-2 - Read grade-level text with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support
comprehension.
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