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Core Skills Analysis

English

Eli effectively organized information sequentially by illustrating the food chain, demonstrating
an understanding of narrative structure.
He utilized descriptive language in summarizing each step of the food chain, indicating an
ability to convey complex ideas in simplified terms.
The activity enhanced his vocabulary, particularly with terms related to marine life and
ecological concepts, enriching his linguistic skills.
Eli's summary showcases his grasp of summarization techniques, as he was able to condense
the illustrated concepts into a coherent narrative.

Science

Through the illustration of the food chain, Eli demonstrated an understanding of predator-prey
relationships within underwater ecosystems.
The progression from algae to orcas illustrates his grasp of energy flow and transfer in an
ecosystem, highlighting a fundamental ecological principle.
Eli's choice of species indicates familiarity with marine biology and the roles different
organisms play within their environment.
The activity may foster curiosity in marine ecology, prompting him to explore further
connections and interactions beyond the initial food chain presented.

Tips

To further Eli's learning experience, encourage him to write a short story or poem that incorporates
the concepts of the food chain in a creative way. This can reinforce his understanding while
enhancing his language skills. Additionally, consider organizing a field trip to an aquarium or marine
center where he can observe these animals firsthand. Engaging in discussions about biodiversity and
the importance of each species in the food chain can stimulate critical thinking. Other activities
might include creating a diorama of the underwater food chain or research projects on specific
marine animals he is interested in.

Book Recommendations

The Magic School Bus on the Ocean Floor by Joanna Cole: Join Ms. Frizzle and her class as they
explore the depths of the ocean and learn about marine life and ecosystems.
Mister Seahorse by Eric Carle: This beautifully illustrated book explores the underwater world
and introduces different fish and their roles in the ecosystem through engaging storytelling.
Ocean Animals from A to Z by Laura Marsh: A fun and informative guide showcasing various
ocean creatures, their characteristics, and their environment, perfect for curious young
readers.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.2 - Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and
explain how they support the main idea.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey
ideas and information clearly.
Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) 3-LS4-4 - Analyze and interpret data to determine
similarities and differences in organisms.
NGSS 3-ESS3-1 - Construct an argument with evidence to support the claim that the
development of natural resources can have environmental impacts.
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