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Core Skills Analysis
English

¢ The student has gained a deeper understanding of character development by observing the
actors bring the characters of 'Blood Brothers' to life, allowing them to see how emotions and
situations influence character behavior.

¢ Through the experience of watching a live performance, the student has developed an
appreciation for different forms of storytelling, recognizing how the stage adaptation highlights
themes that may not be as evident in written text.

¢ The student has improved their comprehension skills by comparing and contrasting the book
with the theatrical portrayal, noting differences in dialogue delivery and scene interpretation.

¢ By attending the theatre, the student has been exposed to the importance of performance
elements such as set design, lighting, and music, enhancing their overall understanding of how
these components support the narrative.

Tips

Encourage the student to engage in discussions about their thoughts and feelings on the
performance versus the book. This could involve journaling their reactions or participating in group
discussions with peers. Additionally, activities such as creating a comic strip of their favorite scene or
writing a letter to one of the characters can enhance their creative expression. Exploring other stage
adaptations of literary works can deepen their understanding of the transformation from written
word to performance. Consider organizing a visit to a local theatre for another performance or
conducting a workshop on scriptwriting and acting to further support their learning.

Book Recommendations

e The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton: A gripping story of friendship and loyalty set against the
backdrop of social struggles, perfect for engaging with themes similar to those in 'Blood
Brothers'.

¢ Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman: This novel explores themes of race and class
division, mirroring the social issues found in 'Blood Brothers', while being age-appropriate and
compelling.

e Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone by J.K. Rowling: A beloved tale of friendship and
bravery, encouraging discussion on themes of loyalty and sacrifice akin to those experienced
in 'Blood Brothers'.

Learning Standards

English Reading Comprehension - NC 2.1b: Understand and interpret texts in different forms.
Drama - NC 3.1a: Use drama to explore character and emotion.

English Writing - NC 2.2a: Write creatively for different purposes and audiences.

Speaking and Listening - NC 3.3: Participate actively in discussions, building on the ideas of
others.
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