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Core Skills Analysis
Music

¢ Rubie explored rhythm and beat by shaking the egg maracas to music, developing her
auditory skills and understanding of musical patterns.

¢ The activity allowed Rubie to experience sound variations by adjusting the amount of rice
inside the maracas, enhancing her inquiry into cause and effect.

¢ Through this hands-on activity, Rubie engaged in creative expression, making choices about
how to decorate her egg maracas, which fostered her artistic skills.

e Rubie's participation in group activities or sharing her maracas with peers can encourage
cooperative play and social skills, enhancing her interaction with others.

Science

¢ Rubie observed how sound is produced by different materials inside the egg maracas,
introducing her to basic sound science related to vibration.

¢ The sensory exploration of filling the maracas with rice provided Rubie with practical
experience in volume and quantity, reinforcing her understanding of mathematical concepts.

¢ Aspects of recycling or reusing materials for her project piqued Rubie’s curiosity about
environmental science, encouraging her to think about sustainable practices.

¢ By experimenting with different filling options such as beans, Rubie could investigate how
varying materials affect sound, enhancing her scientific inquiry and reasoning.

Fine Motor Skills

¢ The process of filling the egg maracas with rice helped Rubie practice her fine motor skills,
strengthening her hand-eye coordination.

¢ Decorating the maracas required careful manipulation of tools and materials, enhancing her
dexterity and control.

¢ Shaking the maracas rhythmically allowed Rubie to develop her muscle memory and refine her
motor patterns.

e Engaging in this hands-on craft boosted her confidence as she learned to successfully
complete a project from start to finish.

Tips

To further enhance Rubie's learning experience, parents and teachers can encourage her to create
rhythm patterns using the maracas, which invites her to engage in improvisation and creativity.
Integrating music and movement sessions where she can freely experiment with different sounds
can deepen her understanding of rhythm. Additionally, introducing simple science experiments that
explore sound waves or material properties could provide a more comprehensive understanding of
the concepts related to sound. Furthermore, exploring other musical instruments can enrich her
experience and foster a love for music. Activities like creating other percussion instruments or
exploring different genres of music can also provide valuable learning opportunities.

Book Recommendations

¢ Giraffes Can't Dance by Giles Andreae: A whimsical story about a giraffe who finds his rhythm
on the dance floor, perfect for introducing children to the joy of music and movement.

e Tap the Magic Tree by Christy Hale: This interactive book encourages children to tap, shake,
and jiggle the pages to create a magical experience, connecting the elements of sound and
action.

e The Very Loud Cricket by Eric Carle: A delightful story that explores the sound of a little cricket
as he tries to make music, ideal for linking to the egg maracas activity and sound exploration.
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Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.4: Read common high-frequency words by sight.

¢ CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.K.MD.A.1: Describe measurable attributes of objects, such as length or
weight.

e NAEYC: Standards for Early Childhood Professional Preparation Programs - Standard 5: Engage
in collaborative partnerships with families.

¢ NGSS K-PS2-2: Analyze the effects of different strengths or directions of pushes and pulls on
the motion of an object.
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