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Core Skills Analysis

History

Aiyana demonstrated understanding of the socio-political impact of William the Conqueror's
actions in northern England, specifically the Harrying of the North, by connecting the event to
subsequent famine and rebellion.
She engaged critically with primary and secondary sources, as evidenced by her annotation of
the picture, showing ability to interpret historical evidence visually and contextually.
Completion of varied worksheets and written work shows her ability to synthesize information
and organize it into structured arguments, reflecting deeper comprehension of the cause and
effect relationship in historical events.
The use of starter and exit quizzes during the online lesson indicates her capability to recall
key facts and concepts, demonstrating progression in knowledge acquisition about the Anglo-
Saxon period and William's reign.

Tips

To deepen Aiyana's understanding of the historical complexities surrounding the Harrying of the
North, encourage exploration of contemporary accounts and archaeological findings that give insight
into the lived experiences of people during this period. Teachers and parents can facilitate
discussions comparing this event with other oppressive historical actions to build critical thinking.
Supplementing her learning with interactive activities such as role-plays or debates on the ethical
implications of William’s policies could enhance engagement. Additionally, exploring multimedia
resources and visiting local history museums or virtual tours focused on Anglo-Saxon England might
enrich her contextual knowledge and stimulate further interest.

Book Recommendations

The Norman Conquest: The Battle of Hastings and the Fall of Anglo-Saxon England by Marc
Morris: This book provides a detailed and accessible account of the Norman Conquest,
including the events leading to the harrying and its impact on Anglo-Saxon England.
1066: The Year of the Conquest by David Howarth: A narrative history that vividly describes
the events of 1066, including William the Conqueror's campaigns and their aftermath on the
north of England.
Anglo-Saxon England by Frank Stenton: A classic scholarly book offering comprehensive
insights into the social structure and history of Anglo-Saxon England before and after the
Norman invasion.

Learning Standards

GCSE History Specification (9-1): Understanding the causes and consequences of significant
historical events such as the Norman Conquest and its impact on England (History AQA 8145,
Paper 1, Section B).
Developing skills in interpreting historical sources and evidence (AO1, AO3).
Building chronological understanding by linking events (AO2).
Evaluating the significance of historical events and the reliability of sources (AO3, AO4).
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