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Core Skills Analysis
Science

¢ The student learned about canine anatomy and breed characteristics relevant to dog shows,
enhancing their understanding of animal biology.

e They explored animal behavior and training techniques necessary for presenting dogs
effectively in a show environment.

¢ The activity fostered observation skills by comparing physical traits and temperaments across
different dog breeds.

e The student gained insight into genetics by recognizing how inherited traits influence a dog’s
appearance and suitability for specific show categories.

Communication

¢ The student developed verbal communication skills by describing dogs’ features and
explaining show rules and criteria.

e They practiced nonverbal communication while handling and presenting dogs to highlight their
best qualities.

¢ The activity encouraged active listening through interactions with trainers, judges, or peers
involved in dog showing.

e They learned to organize and present information clearly when discussing their chosen dogs
and the showing process.

Physical Education

¢ The student enhanced physical coordination and motor skills by handling and guiding dogs
through show movements.

¢ They adapted posture and body language to maintain proper show ring presence and control
over the dogs.

e The activity promoted physical fitness through walking and directing dogs, which requires
stamina and focus.

¢ The student became familiar with the routines and physical demands involved in participating
in dog shows.

Tips

To further enrich the student's learning experience, parents or teachers can introduce more detailed
studies of dog breeds, including their histories and roles beyond shows, to broaden scientific
knowledge. Encouraging participation in local dog shows or visiting kennels can provide hands-on
experience and deepen practical skills. Communication can be enhanced by having the student
prepare presentations or reports on different breeds or show techniques, fostering public speaking
and writing abilities. Physical education benefits could be expanded by incorporating exercises that
improve agility and coordination, beneficial both for the student and the dogs they handle. Additional
activities could include volunteering at animal shelters, engaging in dog training workshops, or
studying animal care and welfare topics to strengthen empathy and responsibility.

Book Recommendations

¢ The Dog Show Manual by Earl Gottschalk: A comprehensive guide covering the basics of dog
shows, including breed standards, training, and showing techniques.

¢ How to Show Dogs by Janet O’Neill: This book provides step-by-step instructions for preparing
and presenting dogs in the show ring, ideal for beginners.

e Dogs: A Complete Pet Owner's Manual by Sue Baker: An informative book detailing dog breeds,
care, behavior, and training, useful for understanding dogs beyond showing.
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Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.4 - Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience
with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.7 - Interpret information presented visually or orally to enhance
understanding of the text.

¢ NGSS.3-LS3-1 - Analyze and interpret data to provide evidence that plants and animals have
traits inherited from parents and that variation of traits exists in a group of similar organismes.

e PE.5.MS.2 - Demonstrate competence in motor skills and movement patterns needed to
perform physical activities.
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