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Core Skills Analysis
Art

¢ The student practiced fine motor skills and hand-eye coordination by drawing and cutting out
characters.

¢ They learned about proportion and spatial awareness by designing character shapes that fit
the story narrative.

¢ The activity fostered creativity through original character design and expression of emotions
visually.

e The process involved planning and sequencing steps to create a cohesive set of cut-out
characters.

Language Arts

¢ The student engaged with storytelling concepts by designing characters integral to narrative
development.

e They enhanced comprehension skills by visualizing story elements, which strengthens

narrative understanding.

The activity encouraged imaginative thinking about character traits and roles within a story

structure.

Through creating visuals, the student supported vocabulary expansion associated with

descriptive language.

Fine Motor Development

Cutting around drawn characters required precision and control, improving dexterity.

The repetitive motion of cutting and drawing helped build hand muscle strength and
coordination.

The task demanded focused attention to detail, reinforcing concentration and patience.
Managing scissors safely enhanced the student’s ability to follow step-by-step instructions.

Tips

To further enhance the learning experience, encourage the student to write short descriptions or
stories about each cut-out character, integrating both visual art and writing skills. Introducing
different art mediums like collage or mixed media can expand their creative expression.
Collaborative storytelling activities, such as group puppet shows using cut-out characters, can
improve social and communication skills. Additionally, incorporating digital tools for character
creation can modernize the approach and engage tech-savvy learners.

Book Recommendations

e The Paper Bag Princess by Robert Munsch: A creative story where the main character, Princess
Elizabeth, uses her wit and courage, inspiring children to imagine unique characters and
stories.

¢ Harold and the Purple Crayon by Crockett Johnson: This classic book encourages creativity as
Harold draws and creates his world, linking well with drawing and storytelling activities.

e Funny Bones: Posada and His Day of the Dead Calaveras by Renee Graham: This nonfiction
book celebrates illustration and character creation in cultural art, providing inspiration for
student artwork and story ideas.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.3 - Compare and contrast two or more characters, drawing on
specific details in a text or visual description.
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Funny+Bones%3A+Posada+and+His+Day+of+the+Dead+Calaveras

Enhancing Creativity and Storytelling Skills Through Drawing and Cutting Out Characters / Subject Explorer /

LearningCorner.co

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.3 - Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events
using effective technique.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.5 - Include multimedia components in presentations to clarify
information.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.6 - Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.5.6 - Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic
and domain-specific words and phrases.
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