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Core Skills Analysis
Cognitive Development

¢ The student learns cause-and-effect relationships by observing how wrapping and unwrapping
toys changes their accessibility.

¢ Problem-solving skills are engaged as the child figures out how to manipulate the wrapping
material to reveal the toy inside.

¢ The activity introduces basic concepts of object permanence, understanding that the toy still
exists even when wrapped and out of sight.

e Pattern recognition may be fostered as the child notices the repetitive motion involved in
wrapping the toy.

Fine Motor Skills

¢ The student practices hand-eye coordination through grasping and manipulating wrapping
materials and toys.

¢ Finger dexterity is improved by tasks like peeling tape, folding paper, or securely wrapping the
toy.

¢ Bilateral coordination develops as both hands work together to hold the toy and wrap materials
simultaneously.

e The activity encourages controlled release and grip, foundational to precise motor movements.

Language Development

e Engaging with wrapped toys can prompt vocabulary growth as adults name animals and talk
through the steps of wrapping and unwrapping.

¢ Listening skills are stimulated when the child follows simple verbal instructions related to the
activity.

¢ The activity encourages expressive language as the child might vocalize emotions or sounds
related to the animal toys.

¢ Repetitive language exposure during play helps reinforce language comprehension associated
with objects and actions.

Social-Emotional Development

¢ Sharing the wrapping and unwrapping activity with an adult or peer promotes turn-taking and
social interaction skills.

¢ The excitement of revealing a favorite animal toy helps build positive emotional experiences
and anticipation.

e The activity supports development of patience and self-regulation while waiting to unwrap the
toy.

e Expressing reactions to discovered animals can foster emotional communication and empathy.

Tips

To deepen the learning experience, caregivers should narrate the activity with descriptive language,
naming animals and actions to strengthen vocabulary and listening skills. Incorporate different
textured wrapping materials to stimulate sensory exploration and fine motor skill development.
Encourage the child to help with wrapping simple shapes before progressing to full toys to gradually
build dexterity. Introducing songs or rhymes about animals during the activity can boost
engagement and language acquisition. Other activities to explore include animal-themed peekaboo
games, stacking and nesting animal figures, or simple sorting tasks by animal types to expand
cognitive concepts and social interaction.
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Book Recommendations

e Where's My Teddy? by Jez Alborough: A delightful picture book about a lost teddy bear that
introduces young children to animal characters and the joy of discovery.

e Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by Bill Martin Jr. and Eric Carle: A rhythmic and
colorful book that teaches animals and colors, perfect for reinforcing animal recognition linked
to the wrapping activity.

¢ Peek-a-Who? by Nina Laden: An interactive lift-the-flap book that supports concepts of hiding
and revealing, mirroring the wrapping and unwrapping play.
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