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Core Skills Analysis
Science

¢ The child learned to identify different types of reptiles such as snakes, lizards, turtles, and
crocodiles, distinguishing their physical features.

e They explored reptile habitats and environments, understanding where reptiles live and how
they adapt to their surroundings.

¢ The student observed reptile behaviors such as movement, feeding, and thermoregulation,
developing a basic understanding of reptile biology.

e They gained awareness about reptile diet and their place in the food chain, recognizing
carnivorous and herbivorous habits.

Literacy

¢ The student practiced new vocabulary related to reptiles, including terms like ‘scales,” ‘cold-
blooded,” and ‘camouflage.’

¢ They enhanced listening skills by following explanations from guides or reading informational
signs at the park.

¢ The visit encouraged narrative skills as the child described what they saw, fostering
storytelling and communication.

e Exposure to labels and informational plaques supported early reading comprehension and
word recognition.

Mathematics

¢ The child compared sizes and lengths of different reptiles, understanding relative
measurement concepts.

¢ They engaged in counting the number of specific reptiles seen, developing early number
sense.

¢ Observing patterns on reptile skin such as scales introduced foundational concepts of patterns
and sequences.

¢ Estimating and comparing weights or sizes of reptiles promoted critical thinking around
quantification.

Social-Emotional Learning

¢ Interacting with reptiles and observing them fostered empathy and respect for living creatures.

¢ The student practiced patience and self-regulation during guided tours or while waiting for
their turn in interactive displays.

e They developed curiosity and confidence by asking questions and engaging actively with
educators.

¢ Participation in group activities enhanced cooperative skills and social interaction.

Tips

To deepen the learning experience, parents and teachers could encourage the child to draw and
label their favorite reptiles seen at the park, fostering creativity and reinforcing vocabulary. Setting
up storytelling sessions where the child recounts their visit can enhance literacy and communication
skills. Introducing simple reptile-related science experiments, such as observing cold and warm
surfaces, can build on biological concepts. Additional visits to aquariums or nature centers can
broaden exposure, while creating reptile-themed crafts or games may make learning more
interactive and fun.
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Book Recommendations

¢ National Geographic Readers: Snakes by Melissa Stewart: A colorful introduction to snakes with
engaging facts and photos perfect for young readers.

¢ R is for Reptile: A Jurassic ABC by Jerry Pallotta: An alphabet book featuring different reptiles,
combining fun facts with early literacy skills.

¢ The Rainbow Snake by Janet Loughrey: A beautifully illustrated story about a mythical rainbow
serpent from indigenous Australian culture.

Learning Standards

¢ ACSSUO002 - Represent and communicate observations and ideas in a variety of ways.
ACELA1430 - Understand that pronunciation, spelling and meanings of words are related.
ACMMGO006 - Compare lengths and capacities using uniform informal units.

ACELY1646 - Use interaction skills including listening and responding to others in familiar
contexts.

ACPPSO005 - Participate in activities that promote self-regulation, confidence and persistence.
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