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Core Skills Analysis

Language Arts

Ella enhanced her vocabulary by recalling words under time pressure, improving her quick-
thinking and word retrieval skills.
The game required categorization of words, which strengthened her lexical organization and
semantic association abilities.
Playing Tapple encouraged Ella to develop strategic thinking by quickly generating unique
words to avoid repetition and manage the timer.
Ella sharpened her spelling accuracy as she needed to quickly verbalize correctly spelled
words to score points.

Cognitive Development

Ella improved her speed of processing information by rapidly identifying appropriate words
within limited time frames.
She practiced working memory skills by holding the category and previously used letters in
mind while selecting new words.
The game promoted executive function development through decision-making, planning her
responses to avoid losing a turn.
Ella increased cognitive flexibility by shifting quickly between different letter cues and
categories as the game progressed.

Social Skills

Playing Tapple involves turn-taking, fostering Ella’s ability to wait patiently and respect others’
turns.
The game promotes communication skills as players articulate their chosen words clearly to
others.
Ella practiced good sportsmanship, learning to manage winning and losing gracefully in a
group setting.
She enhanced cooperative interaction by engaging in a shared activity that requires
attentiveness to others' responses.

Tips

To further extend Ella’s learning, parents and teachers can encourage playing more word-based
games to expand her vocabulary and quick thinking, such as Scrabble or Boggle. Introducing timed
writing exercises can also build on her fast retrieval and spelling skills. For cognitive development,
puzzles and brain teasers that demand working memory and executive function, like Sudoku or
memory card games, can be helpful. To enhance social skills, group board games with clear turn-
taking, as well as role-playing activities, would support communication and cooperative behaviors.
Regular feedback and discussions about strategies used during play can deepen Ella’s understanding
and application of these skills.

Book Recommendations

Word Nerd by Susin Nielsen: A novel about a young girl who loves words and faces challenges
that test her problem-solving and social skills.
The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster: A classic story exploring language and logic through a
fantastical adventure that inspires language curiosity.
Frindle by Andrew Clements: A humorous tale about creativity in language and how words can
impact communication and social interaction.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Word+Nerd
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Phantom+Tollbooth
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Frindle
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Learning Standards

ELA.6.V.1.1 - Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding.
ELA.6.R.1.2 - Build vocabulary through root words, affixes, and context clues.
MA.5.A.1.1 - Develop problem-solving and critical-thinking skills through timed activities.
SS.5.C.1.2 - Practice respect and cooperation in group activities and games.


