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Core Skills Analysis

Geography

The student has learned about spatial awareness by determining and representing the relative
location of different features on their made-up island.
They have practiced basic map-making skills, including the use of symbols to represent
physical features such as mountains, rivers, and forests.
The activity fostered an understanding of landforms and natural environments, encouraging
recognition of how features can be arranged in a given space.
The child developed early cartographic skills by planning and organizing visual information
systematically on a two-dimensional surface.

Tips

To deepen the student’s understanding of geography through map-making, incorporate discussions
about real-life maps and the purpose of different map elements such as legends, scales, and
compass directions. Encourage the student to use more detailed symbols and experiment with
spatial scaling. Introducing related activities like creating maps of the local neighborhood or
designing treasure maps can further enhance spatial reasoning and geographical knowledge.
Additionally, integrating technology by exploring simple digital mapping apps may engage diverse
learning styles and extend the child’s exposure to modern cartographic tools.

Book Recommendations

Follow That Map!: A First Book of Mapping Skills by Joan Sweeney: An engaging introduction to
basic mapping concepts, helping young readers understand how to use symbols and directions
to navigate.
Me on the Map by Joan Sweeney: This book connects a child's place in the world by showing
their house, neighborhood, city, and country through maps.
Mapping Penny's World by Loreen Leedy: A creative story that combines storytelling with
geography, teaching children how to map their surroundings and imagination.

Learning Standards

ACHASSK020 - Represent and communicate simple geographical information using basic
geographical terminology.
ACHASSI035 - Sequence familiar events to establish a simple timeline.
ACHASSI036 - Present ideas, findings and conclusions in a range of communication forms
including oral, graphic, written and role play.
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