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Core Skills Analysis
Science

¢ The student observed physical changes as water and glue combined to form slime, recognizing
transformation of materials.

e Engaging with different textures helped the child explore sensory properties such as viscosity and
elasticity.

¢ The process encouraged cause and effect understanding by mixing ingredients and observing the
resulting changes.

e Through hands-on manipulation, the child developed early scientific inquiry skills by
experimenting with shapes and stretchiness.

Language Development

¢ Describing slime textures and actions promoted vocabulary expansion involving adjectives and
verbs.

¢ Interacting during slime play facilitated turn-taking and expressive language skills through
conversation about the activity.

¢ The child practiced following multi-step instructions by participating in the slime-making process.

e Talking about the slime’s properties strengthened narrative skills, articulating sequences and
observations.

Fine Motor Skills

¢ Manipulating the slime improved hand strength and dexterity through stretching, squeezing, and
shaping.

e The activity supported bilateral coordination as the child used both hands to mix and mold the
slime.

¢ Repeated finger movements enhanced precision and control important for future writing skills.

¢ Exploration of different slime consistencies developed tactile discrimination and sensory
integration.

Tips

To further extend learning, encourage the student to experiment with adding small safe objects (like
beads or glitter) to the slime to deepen sensory exploration and fine motor control. Incorporate
descriptive language activities where the child can verbalize what they feel and observe, boosting
language development. Introducing simple measurements of ingredients can foster early numeracy
skills. Other activities like play dough modeling or water bead sensory play offer similar sensory and
motor benefits and help consolidate scientific concepts of material properties.

Book Recommendations

e The Slime Book by Marty Durlin: A colorful guide that introduces young children to making slime
with easy-to-follow steps and fun facts.

e Squishy, Sticky, Messy: The Fun of Slime by Rebecca Bielawski: This book helps toddlers explore
the sensory properties of slime through playful storytelling and vivid illustrations.

¢ Play Dough and Slime Fun! by Kimberly Smith: A delightful picture book encouraging young
children to develop fine motor skills and creativity through sensory materials.

April 19, 2025 - Page 1 of 2


https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Slime+Book
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Squishy%2C+Sticky%2C+Messy%3A+The+Fun+of+Slime
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Play+Dough+and+Slime+Fun%21
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Learning Standards

¢ Early Childhood Learning Framework (Canada): 2.2 Demonstrates curiosity and investigation of

materials to understand the world.
e Canadian Curriculum (Science, 3 years): 1.1 Explore properties of objects and materials through

sensory activities.
¢ Language and Literacy (3 years): 2.3 Uses expanding vocabulary to communicate ideas and

experiences.
¢ Physical Development (3 years): 3.1 Develops fine motor coordination with increasingly precise

hand and finger control.
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