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Core Skills Analysis
Science

¢ The student developed an understanding of cause-and-effect relationships by exploring how
different magic tricks work, which involves basic scientific principles such as physics and
chemistry.

¢ They exercised observational skills and critical thinking by investigating the mechanics behind
illusions and effects used in the tricks.

¢ The activity encouraged inquiry-based learning as the student formulated hypotheses on how the
magic tricks function and tested these through performance.

¢ By manipulating objects and sequences, the student gained hands-on experience with
experimental processes and learned about variables and controls inherent in scientific
investigations.

Reading/Research

e The student practiced information gathering by researching instructions and explanations related
to various magic tricks using text-based materials.

¢ They enhanced comprehension skills by reading and interpreting procedural texts and scripts
necessary to understand and perform the tricks.

e The activity prompted the student to synthesize information from multiple sources to master and
explain trick performances clearly.

¢ |t improved vocabulary related to magic and performance arts, expanding the student's
contextual understanding and fluency in specialized language.

Performing Arts

¢ The student learned about stage presence and audience engagement by performing magic tricks,
which helped develop confidence in public speaking and presentation skills.

¢ They explored timing, sequencing, and rhythm through the performing aspects of the tricks, which
are crucial elements in effective communication and delivery.

e The activity fostered creativity as the student personalized their magic performance and possibly
developed unique techniques or storylines to captivate an audience.

¢ Practicing the tricks enhanced fine motor skills and hand-eye coordination through precise
movements required in many illusions.

Tips

To deepen the student's grasp of the concepts explored in this activity, consider incorporating lessons
that blend science, reading, and performing arts further. For example, a lesson plan could involve a
simple physics experiment that explains concepts like light reflection or magnetism which commonly
underpin magic tricks. Next, organizing a research project where the student investigates famous
magicians and writes a report builds research and writing skills. Additionally, rehearsing short plays or
storytelling sessions can improve public speaking and creative expression. Using video recording to
review performances can offer insightful feedback, supporting self-assessment and refinement of
presentation skills.

Book Recommendations

e The Magic School Bus and the Electric Field Trip by Joanna Cole: A fun and educational story
where Ms. Frizzle and her students explore electricity through a magical school bus adventure,
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blending science and adventure.

e Magic Tricks You Can Do by Carlo Frabetti: A beginner-friendly guide that teaches children simple
magic tricks with clear instructions and the science behind the illusions.

¢ The Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents by Terry Pratchett: An imaginative and humorous
fantasy novel about a clever cat and trained rats, blending storytelling with themes of
performance and trickery.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.1 - Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text (Researching magic tricks).

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.3 - Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more
individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.7 - Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build
knowledge through investigation.

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.4 - Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace
(Performing magic tricks).

e NGSS 3-5-ETS1-2 - Generate and compare multiple possible solutions to a problem based on how
well each is likely to meet the criteria and constraints of the problem (Designing and practicing
magic tricks with underlying science principles).
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