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Core Skills Analysis
Observation and Attention to Detail

¢ Jaxson has improved his ability to carefully observe minute details by identifying differences
between two very similar images of axolotls.

e The activity helped him develop visual discrimination skills which are crucial for recognizing
patterns and variations in images.

¢ By spotting subtle changes, he enhanced his concentration and sustained attention during the
task.

e He learned to compare and contrast features such as color, shape, and position within the
pictures.

Biology and Natural Science

¢ Jaxson was introduced to axolotls, expanding his knowledge about unique amphibians and
potentially sparking an interest in animal biology.

¢ He recognized specific characteristics of axolotls such as their limbs, gills, and overall body
shape through detailed imagery.

¢ This activity helped him connect visual details to living organisms, enhancing his
understanding of biological diversity.

e By focusing on differences in an animal image, he developed foundational skills for biological
observation and classification.

Cognitive Skills and Problem Solving

¢ Jaxson practiced critical thinking by systematically comparing the two images to identify
discrepancies.

¢ The task required him to apply logic and step-by-step analysis to ensure all differences were
found.

¢ He demonstrated perseverance and patience as he carefully scanned the images without
rushing.

¢ The activity fostered pattern recognition skills, which are essential in early cognitive
development.

Tips

To further develop these skills, consider incorporating activities such as: 1) Drawing and labeling
different amphibians to enhance biology knowledge and artistic skills; 2) Playing 'l Spy' games
focusing on specific attributes to sharpen observation and descriptive vocabulary; 3) Using puzzle
games that require visual matching to reinforce attention to detail and spatial reasoning; 4)
Conducting simple nature walks to observe and discuss local wildlife, encouraging real-world
connections to biological study. These activities engage multiple learning styles and deepen
understanding of the concepts introduced by the spot-the-difference task.

Book Recommendations

¢ National Geographic Kids: Amazing Animals by National Geographic Kids: A vibrant, kid-friendly
introduction to a wide variety of animals, including amphibians, with engaging photographs
and facts to inspire curiosity.

¢ Axolotl and the City by Kristyn Crow: A charming fictional story featuring an adventurous
axolotl that teaches children about this unique amphibian in a fun narrative.

e Look! Look! Look! What Do You See? by Niki Daly: An interactive book encouraging observation
skills and discovery through vivid illustrations and questions prompting children to notice
details.
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=National+Geographic+Kids%3A+Amazing+Animals
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Axolotl+and+the+City
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Look%21+Look%21+Look%21+What+Do+You+See%3F
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Learning Standards

e KS1 Science: Animals, including humans (Year 1 - Scl 1a) - understanding characteristics of
animals.

¢ English Reading - Develop decoding and comprehension skills through detailed observation of
images (Year 2 - EN2/1a).

¢ Mathematics - Recognise patterns and develop spatial awareness (Year 1/2 - Ma2/1).

¢ Personal, social, health and economic education (PSHE) - Develop concentration and
perseverance skills (Year 1 PSHE planning guidelines).

April 22, 2025 - Page 2 of 2



