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Core Skills Analysis

Art
¢ Explored the visual-spatial components of American Sign Language (ASL) through hand
shapes, movement, and facial expressions as a form of artistic expression.
¢ Developed fine motor skills by practicing the precise hand and finger positions critical in ASL.
¢ Enhanced understanding of non-verbal communication as a dynamic art form parallel to dance
or mime.
e Engaged creatively with body language as an art medium, increasing aesthetic appreciation of
gesture.
English

e Examined ASL as a unique language system with its grammar and syntax distinct from English,
fostering linguistic awareness.

¢ Improved English vocabulary by learning how English words correspond to ASL signs,
strengthening bilingual skills.

¢ Gained insight into language structure and diversity, enriching overall language learning and
comprehension.

¢ Developed communication skills by comparing spoken English and signed English variations.

Foreign Language

¢ Introduced to ASL as a visual-gestural language, expanding understanding of language beyond
spoken forms.

¢ Practiced expressive skills through non-verbal language acquisition, a key facet in foreign
language learning.

¢ Built foundational knowledge of ASL grammar and syntax, different from English, enhancing
linguistic flexibility.

¢ Strengthened cultural awareness of the Deaf community and its linguistic identity.

History

¢ Learned about the historical development of ASL and its origins within Deaf culture.

¢ Explored the social history of Deaf communities and the evolution of signed languages in the
u.s.

¢ Understood the impact of legislation and social attitudes on Deaf education and language
recognition.

¢ Analyzed historical challenges and milestones in the acceptance and promotion of ASL.

Math

¢ Recognized patterns and sequences in ASL hand movements and finger spelling, linking to
mathematical pattern recognition.

¢ Developed spatial awareness by interpreting three-dimensional hand positions and
movements.

¢ Applied logical thinking to understand ASL syntax and sentence structure, akin to algebraic
patterns.

¢ Practiced precision and accuracy essential in signing, paralleling mathematical exactness.

Music
¢ Exposed to rhythm and timing through the fluid motions and pacing required for effective ASL

signing.
e Appreciated non-auditory aspects of performance akin to musical expression via visual
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gestures.

¢ Identified elements of tempo and beat in coordinated signing sequences, similar to musical
phrases.

¢ Explored emotional expression through dynamic facial and body language, comparable to
musical dynamics.

Physical Education

¢ Enhanced fine motor coordination and dexterity through repetitive practice of hand signs.
e Improved upper body strength and flexibility by controlling arm, wrist, and facial muscles.
¢ Developed body awareness and control, essential for clear and fluid ASL communication.

e Experienced physical engagement with language learning, bridging mind-body connection.

Science

¢ Studied the anatomy and physiology of hands, fingers, and facial muscles involved in ASL.

¢ Understood neurological aspects of visual processing and motor control related to signing.

¢ Explored cognitive science principles behind language acquisition and non-verbal
communication.

e Learned about auditory impairments and the role of ASL in accessibility and communication.

Social Studies

¢ Gained awareness of Deaf culture and community norms, fostering inclusivity and empathy.

¢ Investigated social issues concerning accessibility, disability rights, and communication justice.
Understood the societal impact of language diversity and the importance of sign languages.
Explored advocacy and policy changes promoting ASL recognition and Deaf education.

Tips

To extend learning about ASL, encourage immersive experiences such as attending Deaf community
events or interacting with native ASL users to deepen cultural understanding. Incorporate
multimedia resources like ASL storytelling videos to improve receptive and expressive skills. Design
creative projects that combine ASL with art or music, such as choreographing a signed song or
creating visual representations of signs. Additionally, explore the science behind signing by studying
hand anatomy or brain lateralization to connect biology and language. These experiential
approaches will enrich linguistic, cultural, and scientific comprehension.

Book Recommendations

¢ The American Sign Language Phrase Book by Lou Fant: A practical guide to common ASL
phrases and vocabulary that supports communication and language learning.

¢ Seeing Voices: A Journey into the World of the Deaf by Oliver Sacks: An engaging exploration
of Deaf culture, language, and the neurological aspects of sign language.

¢ Signing lllustrated by Gail ). Richard: A visual and comprehensive handbook for learning the
basics of ASL with illustrations and practice tips.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.3: Apply knowledge of language to understand how language
functions in different contexts, as ASL offers alternative language structure.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions, applicable when engaging with Deaf community members or ASL peers.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.7: Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums,
as understanding ASL provides insight into visual language representation.
CCSS.MATH.PRACTICE.MP1: Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them, paralleling
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learning complex sign sequences.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.6: Use technology to produce writing and communicate as
students can create multimedia ASL projects.

Try This Next

¢ Create a visual vocabulary worksheet featuring commonly used ASL signs with images for
practice.

¢ Develop a quiz comparing ASL grammar rules versus English grammar to deepen linguistic
understanding.

¢ Design a short storytelling project using ASL to narrate a familiar tale or personal experience.

Growth Beyond Academics

Learning ASL likely fostered patience and perseverance due to mastering intricate hand shapes and
gestures. It enhanced confidence by enabling communication in a new language mode and
encouraged empathy and social awareness about Deaf culture and accessibility challenges. The

activity also likely supported independent focus and provided a sense of accomplishment through
visible progress.
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