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Core Skills Analysis
History

¢ Gained an understanding of the architectural features typical of Anglo-Norman churches,
including Romanesque styles such as rounded arches and massive stone construction.

¢ Learned about the historical context of the Anglo-Norman period, specifically the influence of
Norman conquest on religious and cultural structures in England.

¢ Explored the role of the church in medieval society as both a spiritual and community center
during the Anglo-Norman era.

e Recognized the significance of churches as symbols of Norman authority and their use in
consolidating power after the conquest.

Tips

To deepen Aiyana's grasp of Anglo-Norman churches, encourage her to create a comparative study
with earlier Saxon churches and later Gothic cathedrals to see architectural evolution over time.
Visiting a local medieval church or exploring virtual tours of iconic Norman churches, such as
Durham Cathedral, can provide tangible connections to historical content. Additionally, incorporating
creative writing, such as imagining a day in the life of a monk or parishioner during the Anglo-
Norman period, could bring the era to life and foster empathy with historical figures.

Book Recommendations

e The Normans by Marc Morris: A comprehensive yet accessible overview of the Norman
conquest and its lasting impact on England, including architecture and society.

¢ Medieval England by Frank Barlow: This book offers detailed insights into English medieval
history, with sections dedicated to the Anglo-Norman period and ecclesiastical developments.

e Norman Architecture by R. Allen Brown: An illustrated guide focusing on the architectural
styles and key features of Norman churches and castles.

Learning Standards

e GCSE History: Understanding of medieval England and the impact of the Norman Conquest
(Norman church architecture reflects changes in religious and political power) - satisfies
content within thematic studies.

e GCSE History: Ability to analyze primary and secondary sources (e.g., features of churches as
historical evidence).

¢ GCSE History: Development of chronological knowledge and understanding of continuity and
change over time in material culture.

Try This Next

¢ Worksheet: Label the parts of an Anglo-Norman church with descriptions of their functions and
historical significance.

¢ Quiz: Multiple choice and short answer questions on the features and societal role of Anglo-
Norman churches.

Growth Beyond Academics

Aiyana’s focus on a niche historical topic suggests strong curiosity and the ability to engage
independently with complex historical material. The process of studying architecture and its cultural
significance may boost her confidence in connecting tangible artifacts to broader historical
narratives.
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