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Core Skills Analysis

Art & Visual Literacy

Learned about the unique stylistic features of anime, such as exaggerated facial expressions,
large eyes, and dynamic poses.
Explored cultural aspects reflected in anime art, including character design and thematic
elements.
Developed skills in observing visual storytelling techniques like frame composition and motion
cues within anime.
Practiced applying imagination and creativity by interpreting or perhaps creating anime-style
drawings.

Media Studies & Narrative Understanding

Gained insight into how stories are told through animated media distinct from other formats.
Recognized recurring themes and character archetypes common in anime genres.
Understood the connection between visual art and narrative to evoke emotions and build
engagement.
Developed abilities to critically watch and analyze animated sequences for plot and character
development.

Tips

To deepen understanding of anime, encourage the student to compare different anime styles from
various regions and time periods to see how art and storytelling evolved. Create a project where
they storyboard their own short anime scene, emphasizing character emotions and action sequence
pacing. Introduce them to the process of animation, perhaps via simple flipbook creation or digital
tools, to appreciate how drawings come to life. Finally, explore related Japanese cultural traditions
(such as manga or folklore) which often inspire anime themes, blending art and social studies.

Book Recommendations

Anime Mania: How to Draw Characters for Japanese Animation by Christopher Hart: A beginner-
friendly guide helping young artists create authentic anime characters with step-by-step
instructions.
The Anime Encyclopedia: A Guide to Japanese Animation Since 1917 by Jonathan Clements and
Helen McCarthy: An accessible, richly illustrated reference showcasing the history and varieties
of anime.
How to Read Manga and Anime by Jules Hedges: Explores the differences and storytelling
techniques in manga and anime for deeper media appreciation.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.7 - Integrate information presented in different media or formats to
develop understanding of a topic or issue.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.3 - Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences using
effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.2 - Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.5 - Include multimedia components in presentations to enhance
understanding.

Try This Next

Create a character design worksheet with prompts to draw a unique anime character including
distinct expressions and outfits.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Anime+Mania%3A+How+to+Draw+Characters+for+Japanese+Animation
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Anime+Encyclopedia%3A+A+Guide+to+Japanese+Animation+Since+1917
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=How+to+Read+Manga+and+Anime
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Write a short script or storyboard for a mini anime episode focusing on a clear emotional
journey.

Growth Beyond Academics

Engaging with anime encourages creativity and sustained attention, fostering confidence as the
student interprets complex emotions and stories visually. It may also inspire curiosity about different
cultures and self-expression, supporting independence in artistic exploration.


