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Core Skills Analysis

Mandarin

The student learned how to ask and answer questions about the current date and day in
Mandarin, such as 今天几月几号？ (What is today's date?) and 今天星期几？ (What day is today?).
The student practiced using vocabulary related to birthdays and dates, including
understanding how to say '25 June is Xueli's birthday' and asking which day of the week a
specific date falls on.
The student acquired a set of key time-related vocabulary terms for days (e.g., 前天, 昨天, 今天, 明天, 后
天), years (e.g., 前年, 去年, 今年, 明年, 后年), months (e.g., 上个月, 这个月, 下个月), and weeks (e.g., 上个星期, 这个星期, 下个
星期), enhancing their temporal understanding and sequencing skills in Mandarin.
The activity integrated date, weekday, and birthday-related dialogues, allowing the student to
practice real-life conversational Chinese about time and calendar events.

Tips

To deepen the student’s understanding of Mandarin time vocabulary, try integrating real-life
calendar activities such as marking family birthdays or local holidays on a Mandarin-labeled
calendar. Encourage the student to create short diary entries or daily schedules in Mandarin that
mention dates, days, and special occasions using the newly learned vocabulary. Another engaging
extension is to have the student interview family members or friends about their birthdays and
favorite months, practicing both question and answer structures. Finally, introducing Mandarin songs
or poems related to days and months can help reinforce memorization with rhythm and melody.

Book Recommendations

My First Chinese Words: Calendar and Time by Cheng & Tsui: A beginner-friendly book
introducing Chinese words and phrases about dates, days, and time concepts with illustrations
and practical examples.
Mandarin Chinese Children's Book: Learn Chinese Time and Date by Mandarin Matrix: An
illustrated children's book that teaches Chinese vocabulary for days, months, and dates
through simple stories and activities.
Teach Me Mandarin: A First Language Book by Joanne Leung: Designed for young learners, this
book includes chapters on dates, birthdays, and time expressions, helping children practice
Mandarin in everyday contexts.

Try This Next

Create a worksheet matching Mandarin date phrases (e.g., 今天, 明天) with corresponding English
or illustrated calendars.
Design a quiz asking the student to convert given dates into Mandarin phrases and identify the
day of the week.
Have the student draw a personalized calendar highlighting family birthdays and label them in
Mandarin.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity can help boost the student’s confidence as they navigate date and time expressions in a
practical context, fostering a sense of accomplishment through real-world relevance. The structured
vocabulary lists support focus and memory, while the conversational practice promotes linguistic
bravery and curiosity about cultural time-keeping traditions.
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