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Core Skills Analysis

Social Studies and Cultural Awareness

Sarah explored the specific fashion trends and makeup styles that defined early 2000s culture,
gaining an understanding of how cultural expressions evolve over time.
She identified key cultural markers from a historical perspective, noticing how social
phenomena such as music, media, and celebrity influence impacted youth fashion and self-
expression.
The activity encouraged observation skills as Sarah recognized visual and stylistic details
relevant to a particular era, fostering critical thinking about cultural context and changes.
Sarah connected historical cultural practices to personal identity and social norms during the
early 2000s, gaining a foundation in cultural studies and societal development.

Tips

To deepen Sarah’s appreciation and understanding of early 2000s culture, encourage her to create a
mini project where she compares and contrasts fashion and makeup trends from that era with
current styles. Including a mood board crafted from magazine clippings, drawings, or online images
can help her visually express these ideas. Additionally, exploring the music, movies, and technology
of the early 2000s through documentaries or interviews will build a multidimensional picture of the
period. Finally, encourage Sarah to interview family members or friends about their memories of
early 2000s trends, fostering social connection and experiential learning.

Book Recommendations

The Culture of the 2000s by David Herman: An engaging overview of key social, cultural, and
fashion trends defining the early 21st century, suitable for upper elementary readers.
Fashion Fads and Trends: The 2000s by Giselle Dunlop: A vibrant introduction to how fashion
styles changed during the 2000s, highlighting makeup, clothing, and accessories.
Youth Cultures: From the 90s to Now by Alison Hunter: Explores youth style evolution including
music, appearance, and attitudes spanning late 20th to early 21st century.

Learning Standards

TEKS 113.18 Social Studies, Grade 5: (b)(3) History. The student understands the significance
of historical events and their relationship to individuals and cultures.
TEKS 113.18 Social Studies, Grade 5: (b)(5) Culture. The student understands the influence of
culture on behavior, beliefs, and values.
TEKS 117.12 English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 4-5: (b)(5) Reading/Comprehension of
Informational Text/Expository Text.

Try This Next

Create a detailed timeline poster mapping out key fashion and makeup trends throughout the
2000s with pictures and descriptions.
Write a short story or diary entry from the perspective of a teenager living in the early 2000s
describing their style choices and social life.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely supported Sarah’s curiosity about cultural identity and history, enhancing her
observational skills and encouraging personal connection. The exploration of style and makeup also
provides an avenue for self-expression and confidence building as she relates past trends to present-
day choices.
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