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Core Skills Analysis

Science

The student learned about pigs as biological organisms, developing an understanding of their
basic characteristics and behaviors.
Exposure to an animal such as a pig helps the student explore concepts of mammalian
anatomy and physiology at a foundational level.
The activity may have introduced ideas about pigs’ habitats, diet, and role in agriculture and
ecosystems.
Potential introduction to animal classification and the importance of pigs in human society and
food chains.

Language Arts

The student practiced vocabulary building through identifying and naming parts, behaviors, or
features related to pigs.
Developed descriptive language skills by discussing or writing about pigs’ physical and
behavioral traits.
Improved ability to categorize information as might be needed to organize facts about pigs in a
report or story format.

Tips

To deepen understanding about pigs and their place in the natural world, consider taking a hands-on
approach such as visiting a local farm or petting zoo to observe pigs up close, allowing the student to
synthesize sensory experience with knowledge. Encourage creative projects like writing a short story
from a pig’s perspective or creating a fact poster that highlights their lifecycle, diet, and role on a
farm. Integrate simple scientific experiments related to pigs’ sense of smell or eating habits,
exploring how their biology supports their behaviors. Finally, use multimedia resources like
documentaries to connect classroom learning with real-world examples, fostering curiosity and
empathy toward animals.

Book Recommendations

Charlotte's Web by E.B. White: A beloved story about a pig named Wilbur and his unlikely
friendship with a clever spider, exploring themes of friendship, life cycles, and farm life.
Pigs: Amazing Pictures & Fun Facts on Animals in Our World by National Geographic Kids: An
illustrated book packed with interesting facts about pigs, perfect for young learners fascinated
by animals.
The Pig in the Pond by Martin Waddell: A gentle tale that helps children understand family
dynamics and the emotions of disagreement using a pig as a character.

Learning Standards

NGSS 3-LS3-1: Analyze and interpret data to provide evidence that plants and animals have
traits inherited from parents and that variation of these traits exists in a group of similar
organisms.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3: Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical,
scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in
the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events
using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
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Try This Next

Create a 'Pig Facts' worksheet that asks the student to label pig anatomy, diet, and habitat.
Write a short imaginative story or diary entry from the perspective of a pig living on a farm.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely nurtured curiosity about living creatures and encouraged empathy by considering
the life and environment of pigs. It may also support growing patience and observation skills if the
student engaged in watching or sketching pigs, promoting calm focus and careful attention to detail.


