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Core Skills Analysis

Science - Biology and Ecology

Observed various animals within their natural habitats, enhancing understanding of wildlife
and ecological relationships.
Recognized the concept of habitat by identifying where different animals live in the woodland
environment.
Experienced a unique encounter with a tame fox, allowing for close observation of animal
behavior in a calm setting.
Developed skills in noticing and respecting wildlife, fostering an early appreciation for
biodiversity and conservation.

Geography - Local Environment

Gained familiarity with the woodland ecosystem as a specific type of natural environment.
Learned about how different animals adapt to and utilize tree-rich habitats for shelter and
food.
Understood the interconnectedness of living organisms and the physical environment in a local
setting.
Practiced navigating and observing features within a natural outdoor setting, which feeds
spatial awareness.

Tips

To deepen understanding from the woodland walk, encourage the student to keep a nature journal
detailing the animals seen, their characteristics, and behaviors. Using identification guides, they can
classify species and note the role each plays in the ecosystem. Organizing a simple habitat-building
project, like creating a bug hotel or bird feeder, can foster active conservation involvement.
Additionally, a follow-up mapping activity that charts where animals were spotted can enhance
geographic awareness and observation skills. Creative storytelling from the perspective of an animal
seen on the walk can also enrich empathy and engagement with wildlife.

Book Recommendations

The Lost Words by Robert Macfarlane and Jackie Morris: A beautifully illustrated book
celebrating nature and the language of the wild, perfect for connecting children with natural
habitats and the animals within them.
Fauna: Animal Life in the Woods by Eileen Holden: This book provides detailed descriptions and
images of woodland creatures, helping deepen knowledge about the kinds of animals found in
forests.
Foxes (Wildlife Watch) by Melissa Stewart: An informative guide about foxes that explains their
behavior, habitat, and interaction with humans, suitable for young readers interested in the
tame fox encounter.

Learning Standards

KS2 Science - Living Things and Their Habitats (National Curriculum code: 4a-d, 4f-g):
Understanding different habitats and how animals survive within them.
KS2 Geography - Locational Knowledge and Human and Physical Geography (National
Curriculum code: Geography 1b, 2a-c): Recognise physical features of local environment and
understand habitats as part of geography.
KS2 English - Spoken Language: Developing vocabulary related to natural environments and
articulating observations clearly.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Lost+Words
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Fauna%3A+Animal+Life+in+the+Woods
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Foxes+%28Wildlife+Watch%29
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Try This Next

Create a worksheet to record animal sightings, including columns for species name, habitat
type, and interesting behaviors noted during the walk.
Develop a quiz on woodland animals and their habitats based on observations, including
multiple-choice questions and true/false statements.

Growth Beyond Academics

The woodland walk experience likely fostered curiosity and a gentle respect for animals as the
student observed diverse wildlife and interacted with a tame fox. Encountering a calm wild animal
may boost confidence and reduce apprehension about nature, encouraging empathy and a sense of
wonder.


