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Core Skills Analysis

technology

JEA learned practical skills in design and fabrication by planning and creating Halloween
costumes, which involves selecting materials and understanding their properties.
They explored aspects of problem-solving as they adapted designs to fit practical constraints
such as size, comfort, and mobility.
JEA developed an understanding of how technology integrates with creativity, using tools or
techniques (like cutting, sewing, or assembling) to bring ideas into physical form.
The activity likely enhanced spatial awareness and technical planning through sketching
designs and translating two-dimensional ideas into three-dimensional costumes.

Tips

To further develop JEA's understanding of technology in costume design, encourage experimentation
with various materials including eco-friendly and recycled items to deepen awareness of
sustainability in design. Introduce basic sewing or crafting tools to enhance fine motor skills and
technical precision. Challenge JEA to incorporate simple circuitry elements, such as LED lights, to
explore electronics integration in wearable technology. Finally, exploring digital design tools for
costume creation can link traditional crafting with emerging technologies.

Book Recommendations

Cool Tech: The Latest and Greatest in Technology by Laura Buller: A kid-friendly introduction to
modern technology concepts, inspiring creativity and practical applications.
Sew Cool: 22 Fun and Funky Projects for Tween Girls by Jane Smith: A beginner’s guide to
sewing and crafting focused on creating wearable art, perfect for young costume designers.
Maker Lab: 28 Super Cool Projects by Jackie Craven: Hands-on maker activities incorporating
engineering, science, and crafting—great for expanding technological creativity.

Learning Standards

ACTDEK025 - Use materials, components, tools, equipment and techniques to safely make
designed solutions.
ACTDEP031 - Generate, develop and communicate design ideas and processes for audiences
using appropriate technical terms and graphical representation techniques.
ACTDEK029 - Create designed solutions through selecting and manipulating suitable materials,
components, tools and equipment.

Try This Next

Create a step-by-step worksheet documenting the costume design process including sketches,
materials list, and assembly instructions.
Design a quiz on the properties of materials used in costume making and their suitability for
different designs.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely fostered creativity and self-expression while also building focus and perseverance
as JEA navigated the challenges of constructing a wearable costume. It may have boosted
confidence through successful creation and promoted problem-solving under constraints, offering a
satisfying sense of accomplishment.
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