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Core Skills Analysis

History

Understood the concept of dictatorship as a form of government prevalent during World War II.
Identified key characteristics and leaders associated with WWII dictatorships, such as
authoritarian control and suppression of opposition.
Recognized the impact of dictatorial regimes on global conflict and the course of WWII.
Explored how dictatorships influenced political, social, and military decisions during this
historical period.

Tips

To deepen understanding of WWII dictatorships, encourage the student to create a timeline of major
events showing the rise and fall of these regimes, which will help visualize cause and effect
relationships. Engage in role-play or debates representing different perspectives from that era to
explore the complexities of dictatorship, promoting critical thinking and empathy. Incorporate
multimedia resources like documentaries or primary source letters to connect emotionally with the
lived experiences under such regimes. Lastly, examining post-war consequences and the foundation
of current democratic systems will contextualize the significance of this history for today.

Book Recommendations

The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank: Personal diary entries offering a poignant perspective
on life under Nazi dictatorship during World War II.
World War II: A History in Documents by James H. Gray: A collection of primary source
documents giving insights into the actions and policies of WWII dictatorships.
Dictators: Hitler's Germany and Stalin's Russia by Richard Overy: A comparative study of two
major dictatorships that shaped WWII, detailing their leadership styles and impact.

Learning Standards

History KS3: Understand the chronology and impact of events in the 20th century, including
WWII (National Curriculum History KS3 1.2).
History KS3: Explore political systems and ideologies, such as dictatorships and democracies
(National Curriculum History KS3 2.3).
History KS3: Develop awareness of cause and consequence in historical events (National
Curriculum History KS3 3.1).

Try This Next

Worksheet comparing the governance styles and policies of WWII dictatorships with
democratic systems.
Writing prompt: Imagine living in a dictatorship during WWII – describe a typical day and your
feelings.

Growth Beyond Academics

Investigating WWII dictatorships can evoke empathy and a deeper awareness of freedom and human
rights. The activity may encourage curiosity about leadership and power dynamics but could also
prompt feelings of concern or solemn reflection about harsh historical realities, supporting emotional
maturity and ethical reasoning.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Diary+of+a+Young+Girl
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=World+War+II%3A+A+History+in+Documents
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Dictators%3A+Hitler%27s+Germany+and+Stalin%27s+Russia

