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Core Skills Analysis

Science

Learned about fish anatomy by observing and identifying internal organs and structures,
enhancing understanding of biological systems.
Developed fine motor skills and careful observation as they handled and dissected the
specimen, promoting attention to detail.
Gained insight into vertebrate biology and the functional relationship between organ systems,
such as digestion and circulation.
Understood concepts of scientific investigation, including making observations, hypothesis
testing, and recording data.

Health and Safety

Practiced safe handling of dissection tools and materials, reinforcing the importance of safety
protocols in scientific work.
Learned about ethical treatment and respect for living organisms through the dissection
process.
Developed awareness of hygiene practices post-activity, such as proper hand washing and
cleaning of tools.

Tips

To deepen understanding and make the fish dissection experience even more impactful, consider
extending learning through comparative anatomy studies by exploring dissections or models of other
aquatic animals or amphibians. Encourage journaling observations and drawing diagrams to
reinforce retention and visualization. Connecting the activity to ecosystems and food chains can
broaden the ecological perspective. Incorporating multimedia resources like educational videos or
virtual dissections can support varied learning styles and allow repetition for mastery. Finally,
discussing the ethical considerations of dissections can foster empathy and responsible scientific
practice.

Book Recommendations

The Magic School Bus Gets Eaten: A Book About Food Chains by Joanna Cole: A fun
introduction to ecosystems and food chains, helping children understand where fish fit in
nature’s web.
Fish Anatomy Coloring Book by Bobbie Kalman: Engaging coloring activity that reinforces
knowledge of fish anatomy and physiology.
The Fish Book: Loads of Amazing Fish Facts by Catherine D. Hughes: An informational book
that dives into fascinating aspects of fish biology and species diversity.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3: Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a scientific text
(dissection procedures and organ functions).
NGSS 4-LS1-1: Construct an argument that plants and animals have internal and external
structures that function to support survival, growth, behavior, and reproduction.
NGSS 3-5-ETS1-2: Generate and compare multiple possible solutions to a problem (e.g., safely
conducting dissection).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.8: Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant
information from print and digital sources to support research.
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Try This Next

Create a labeled diagram worksheet for students to identify and color the fish’s internal organs
after dissection.
Design a quiz with questions about fish organ functions and the dissection process to reinforce
key concepts.

Growth Beyond Academics

The dissection likely encouraged curiosity and hands-on engagement, building confidence through
exploration while possibly requiring patience and concentration to carefully handle delicate
structures. It may also have introduced sensitivity and respect for living creatures, fostering
empathy and thoughtful observation.


