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Core Skills Analysis

Geography

Learned to read and interpret maps, including locating countries and understanding
geographical features through the included maps and world atlas.
Explored the cultural and physical geography of three countries, enhancing spatial awareness
about different parts of the world.
Analyzed geographic influences on economy, politics, and culture by connecting location to
world events and traditions in the newsletters.
Examined diverse environments and landmarks through virtual tours and activities, building
contextual knowledge of global geography.

Social Studies / World Cultures

Gained insight into countries’ unique cultures including holidays, traditions, and sports,
fostering global cultural awareness.
Understood political and economic structures of selected countries through reading material on
politics and business.
Engaged with country-specific vocabulary and language basics, supporting language
acquisition and cultural appreciation.
Explored societal aspects through detective cards and puzzles, developing critical thinking
about people, places, and activities.

Mathematics

Practiced currency conversion using real-world examples and worksheets, applying math skills
to practical global economics.
Solved monetary exchange problems that require operations with decimals and percentages
enhancing computational fluency.
Connected mathematical concepts with geography and economics by comparing currency
values and budgeting for travel challenges.
Used problem-solving skills in currency-related puzzles and backpacking challenges.

Language Arts

Improved reading comprehension through the six-page newsletters that cover various
academic subjects in an engaging way.
Expanded vocabulary by learning country-specific words and phrases in their native languages.
Developed writing skills and creativity through personalized file folders and letters from Nate
and Zeus that encourage engagement.
Interpreted informational texts, analyzed content, and connected learning with hands-on
activities and discussions.

Tips

To deepen understanding, encourage your student to create a travel journal that synthesizes the
information learned from each country, combining notes on geography, culture, and language with
reflections and drawings. Organize a family cultural day where traditional recipes from one of the
countries are prepared to explore culinary history firsthand. Set up a currency exchange role-play
game to practice conversions dynamically, incorporating negotiation skills and math fluency. Finally,
support extended research projects about one country’s famous landmarks or traditions, culminating
in a presentation or creative poster to build confidence and communication skills.
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Book Recommendations

The Usborne Geography Encyclopedia by Usborne: A vibrant, accessible reference book perfect
for middle schoolers that covers physical geography and world cultures in an engaging and
colorful way.
National Geographic Kids Almanac 2024 by National Geographic Kids: Packed with facts,
photos, and fun activities, this book encourages curiosity about world cultures, nature, and
global geography for young learners.
Around the World in 50 States: Discover the People, Geography, and History of America’s 50
States by Jennifer Thermes: While focused on US states, this book helps students connect local
geography and culture to broader global concepts they encounter in the world kits.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.1: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of informational texts
found in country newsletters.
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.6.EE.B.6: Use variables and expressions to solve real-world currency
conversion problems.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2: Write informative/explanatory texts such as travel journal entries or
letters from Nate and Zeus.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.7: Integrate information from visual and multimedia formats like
virtual tours to enhance comprehension.

Try This Next

Create a currency conversion quiz with real exchange rates and word problems based on the
country kits.
Design a cultural craft or recipe project inspired by one of the countries and document the
process through photos or a video diary.
Write a letter as one of the travel characters (Nate or Zeus) describing experiences and sights
from a chosen country.
Develop a map labeling worksheet that highlights capitals, landmarks, and significant cultural
sites from the three countries studied.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity fosters independence as students navigate self-paced learning through virtual tours and
detective-style challenges. It builds curiosity and open-mindedness by exposing them to new
cultures, encouraging empathy and global awareness. The variety of hands-on crafts and problems
supports engagement and perseverance, while opportunities to personalize folders and write letters
boost confidence and ownership of learning.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Usborne+Geography+Encyclopedia
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=National+Geographic+Kids+Almanac+2024
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Around+the+World+in+50+States%3A+Discover+the+People%2C+Geography%2C+and+History+of+America%E2%80%99s+50+States
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Around+the+World+in+50+States%3A+Discover+the+People%2C+Geography%2C+and+History+of+America%E2%80%99s+50+States

