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Core Skills Analysis

Mathematics

Recognized basic numbers and quantities used in counting items during checkout.
Observed simple addition as items are scanned and prices accumulate on the till.
Developed an understanding of order and sequence by following the checkout process step-by-
step.
Became familiar with the concept of exchanging money for goods, introducing early ideas of
value.

Communication and Language

Practiced verbal interaction by greeting customers and responding to their requests.
Expanded vocabulary related to shopping such as 'purchase', 'price', 'barcode', and 'receipt'.
Listened and followed instructions carefully while assisting at the checkout.
Improved social communication skills by engaging in polite and helpful exchanges.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Built confidence through responsibility in helping a real-world task.
Learned to cooperate and interact with others in a familiar community setting.
Developed patience and turn-taking skills while waiting to serve customers.
Experienced pride and sense of achievement by contributing to the shopping experience.

Tips

To deepen your child's understanding and enjoyment of the supermarket checkout experience,
consider creating a small role-play corner at home with pretend money, products, and a toy cash
register. This encourages repeated practice of counting, communication, and social skills. Introduce
simple money concepts by sorting coins and learning about different denominations. You may also
visit a local market or store together, allowing your child to observe and engage with real cashiers
and customers, fostering curiosity and reinforcing social confidence. Lastly, turn this into a story-
making activity by encouraging your child to describe their experience and what they learned about
helping others.

Book Recommendations

The Little Cashier by Mary Murphy: A charming story about a child who learns the fun and
responsibility of working as a cashier.
My First Book About Shops by Holly Bathie: Introducing young children to various shops and
their roles, including supermarkets and what happens at the checkout.
Money, Money, Honey Bunny! by Marjorie Sharmat: A playful introduction to money and
spending for young children through engaging characters.

Learning Standards

Mathematics: Develop understanding of number, counting and simple addition (UK EYFS Early
Learning Goal: Numbers)
Communication and Language: Building vocabulary and practising speaking and listening skills
(UK EYFS Early Learning Goal: Communication and Language)
Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Confidence in speaking, managing feelings and
behaviour and making relationships (UK EYFS Early Learning Goal: Personal, Social and
Emotional Development)
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Try This Next

Create a simple worksheet that includes matching items to prices and counting coins needed
to pay.
Set up a pretend store at home where your child can practice being a cashier and using polite
phrases.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity supports growing independence and confidence as the child takes on a helpful role. It
also fosters social skills such as patience, polite communication, and cooperation with others, which
are vital at this age. Encouraging children to feel proud of contributing helps build positive self-
esteem.


