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Core Skills Analysis

Science and Biology

Understanding basic animal needs such as food, water, shelter, and exercise through preparing
for a companion dog.
Learning about canine behavior and social interaction by observing and interacting with the dog
as a companion.
Recognizing the responsibility and commitment required for pet care and animal welfare.
Gaining insight into the human-animal bond and how animals can provide emotional support and
companionship.

Personal Development and Social Skills

Developing empathy and compassion by caring for the companion dog’s needs.
Practicing patience and routine by establishing daily care schedules for the dog.
Enhancing communication skills through nonverbal interaction and bonding with the dog.
Building a sense of responsibility, independence, and time management in looking after a pet.

Tips

To deepen the understanding of pet care and responsibility, encourage the student to keep a daily
journal documenting the dog's behavior, diet, and health. This experiential learning can promote
observation skills and accountability. Incorporate lessons on canine biology and behavior by visiting a
local animal shelter or arranging a talk with a veterinarian to provide expert insights. Integrate creative
projects such as designing a care plan or a dog training guide to apply learning practically. Additionally,
explore emotional health topics by discussing how pets can influence mood and stress, which can
enhance emotional intelligence.

Book Recommendations

How to Speak Dog: Mastering the Art of Dog-Human Communication by Stanley Coren: This book
offers practical insights into understanding dog behavior and improving communication between
humans and dogs.
The Puppy Primer by Patricia B. McConnell: A great introduction for young readers about training
and caring for puppies, emphasizing positive reinforcement.
Marley & Me: Life and Love with the World's Worst Dog (Young Readers Edition) by John Grogan:
An accessible version of the classic story that celebrates the joys and challenges of having a dog.

Learning Standards

Science Understanding (ACSSU111): Biological sciences understanding animal needs and life
cycles.
Science Inquiry Skills (ACSIS124): Planning and conducting investigations such as monitoring
animal behavior and care routines.
Personal and Social Capability (ACPPS018): Developing empathy, responsibility, and care for
others including animals.
Health and Physical Education (ACPPS020): Understanding wellbeing concepts including emotional
support and companionship.

Try This Next

Create a detailed care schedule worksheet that includes feeding, grooming, exercise, and vet
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visits.
Write a short story or diary entries from the perspective of the companion dog.
Develop a quiz on dog care basics including nutrition, health, and behavior.
Design a training chart with commands and progress tracking.

Growth Beyond Academics

The activity encourages the development of empathy, patience, and responsibility, as the student must
care attentively for a living being. Bonding with a companion dog can foster emotional regulation and
reduce feelings of loneliness, while building confidence in managing caregiving tasks.


