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Core Skills Analysis

Approaches to Learning

AJ demonstrated curiosity and willingness to engage with new experiences by actively
participating in imaginative play with dinosaurs.
He practiced meaningful learning through repeating the dinosaur movements and sounds,
experimenting with role-play and interaction, enhancing his understanding of social play.
AJ exhibited persistence and flexibility by taking turns and negotiating sharing of toys,
adapting to the flow of play with a peer.
Engaging in imaginative play allowed AJ to use inventive thinking, creatively exploring dinosaur
roles, sounds, and actions with his playmate.

Tips

To further develop AJ's approaches to learning, encourage more complex role-play scenarios, such as
creating a mini dinosaur story or habitat together. Introduce problem-solving challenges like building
obstacles or puzzles for dinosaur movement. Incorporate language development by prompting AJ to
describe the dinosaurs’ actions, sounds, or feelings, enriching verbal expression. Additionally, vary
the materials by adding natural elements like leaves or rocks to invite exploration and sensory
engagement in imaginative contexts.

Book Recommendations

How Do Dinosaurs Play with Their Friends? by Jane Yolen: A playful book about dinosaurs
learning to share, take turns, and play nicely, reinforcing social-emotional skills.
Danny and the Dinosaur by Syd Hoff: A classic story about a boy and his dinosaur friend going
on adventures, stimulating imaginative play and friendship concepts.
Dinosaur Dance! by Sandra Boynton: A lively rhyming book introducing different dinosaur
characters with fun movements, encouraging creative expression and rhythm.

Learning Standards

IV. APPROACHES TO LEARNING A.EL.1 - Displays curiosity, risk-taking and willingness to
engage in new experiences.
IV. APPROACHES TO LEARNING A.EL.2 - Engages in meaningful learning through attempting,
repeating, experimenting, refining, and elaborating on experiences and activities.
IV. APPROACHES TO LEARNING A.EL.3 - Exhibits persistence and flexibility.
IV. APPROACHES TO LEARNING B.EL.1 - Engages in imaginative play and inventive thinking
through interactions with people, materials and the environment.
II. SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL C.EL.2 - Engages in social interaction and plays with others.
II. SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL C.EL.4 - Engages in social problem solving behavior and learns to
resolve conflict.

Try This Next

Create a worksheet for AJ to draw his favorite dinosaur and write a simple sentence or sound
the dinosaur makes.
Design a role-play scenario where AJ must negotiate sharing and turn-taking with multiple
dinosaur characters, practicing social problem-solving.

Growth Beyond Academics

AJ’s engagement in taking turns and sharing dinosaurs indicates growing self-regulation and
empathy towards peers. His focus on imaginative role-play demonstrates confidence in expressing
creativity and collaborative play skills, fostering trust and autonomy in social interaction.
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