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Core Skills Analysis
Social Studies

¢ Recognized and identified historical figures featured on Mexican currency, enhancing cultural
awareness.

e Explored the significance of individuals depicted on the bills, fostering an understanding of
their contribution to Mexican history.

¢ Gained familiarity with the concept of currency as a reflection of national heritage and identity.

¢ Developed initial skills in connecting historical narratives to tangible objects like money.

Math

¢ Introduced to the Mexican peso, broadening understanding of international currencies.

¢ Practiced basic money handling by buying pesos, supporting early numeracy skills related to
currency exchange.

e Engaged with the idea of different monetary systems, laying groundwork for comparing values
and currency conversion.

Tips

To deepen the learning from exploring Mexican pesos and the people on them, consider a broader
cultural and historical investigation. Start by creating a simple timeline highlighting the lives and
achievements of the figures featured on the bills, allowing children to see historical context. Extend
math skills by comparing the Mexican peso to U.S. dollars using current exchange rates, involving
real-world money math. Incorporate a creative storytelling activity where children invent short
stories or 'biographies' about one of the people on the currency, enhancing both literacy and history
comprehension. Additionally, exploring traditional Mexican art and symbols found on banknotes can
provide interdisciplinary connections to art and social studies.

Book Recommendations

¢ If You Were Me and Lived in Mexico by Carole P. Roman: A child-friendly introduction to
Mexican culture, history, and traditions, perfect for young learners beginning to explore the
country.

e Money, Money, Honey Bunny! by Marjorie Priceman: A playful book that teaches children the
concept of money, its uses, and different world currencies in an engaging way.

¢ A Kid's Guide to Money by Steve Otfinoski: An informative guide that introduces children to
money, banking, and the global economy with simple explanations suitable for young readers.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.2.3 - Describe the connection between a series of historical events,
scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.

e CCSS.Math.Content.1.MD.C.4 - Organize, represent, and interpret data with up to three
categories; ask and answer questions about the total number of data points.

e CCSS.Math.Content.K.MD.B.3 - Classify objects and count the number of objects in each
category.

Try This Next

¢ Create a matching worksheet where children match portraits on pesos with brief biographies or
facts about each person.

¢ Design a currency exchange game where children convert pesos to dollars and vice versa
using pretend money to practice arithmetic.
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Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely fostered curiosity about other cultures and a sense of accomplishment through
handling real money. Engaging with historical figures on currency can enhance respect for history
and identity, while handling money supports confidence and practical life skills.
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