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Core Skills Analysis
Science - Biology and Zoology

¢ The 12-year-old learned about the behavior and characteristics of young eagles, gaining
insight into avian biology.

¢ The student likely observed the flight dynamics and physical adaptations that enable young
eagles to fly, enhancing understanding of anatomy and movement.

¢ The activity fostered curiosity about wildlife and ecosystems by providing a unique perspective
on an eagle's experience in its natural habitat.

e Through immersive observation, the student developed awareness of environmental factors
influencing bird behavior and survival.

Creative Arts and Imagination

¢ The activity encouraged imaginative thinking by placing the student 'as a passenger' on a
young eagle's flight, promoting creative visualization.

e The 12-year-old practiced narrative skills by mentally or verbally describing the perspective
and sensations of flying with an eagle.

¢ This experience supported empathy-building by encouraging the student to consider the
eagle’s viewpoint and challenges during flight.

Tips

To extend the learning, encourage the student to research various raptor species and compare their
flight styles and habitats through creative projects like drawing or model-building. Incorporating
storytelling, the student can write a short story or diary entry from the young eagle’s perspective to
deepen empathy and narrative skills. Organize a nature walk focusing on birdwatching techniques to
connect classroom learning with real-world observation. Additionally, explore the physics of flight
through simple paper airplane experiments to understand aerodynamics, linking science with hands-
on activities.

Book Recommendations

e Eagle Song by Joseph Bruchac: A story about a young Native American boy who communicates
with an eagle, blending culture, nature, and imagination.

¢ Hoot by Carl Hiaasen: An engaging novel that features the protection of owls and highlights
environmental awareness.

e The Falcon’s Flight: Birds of Prey in Action by Gina A. Wedel: A nonfiction book that provides
fascinating facts about various birds of prey and their flying abilities.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.3 - Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical,
scientific, or technical text.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.3 - Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or
events.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.4 - Report on a topic or text, telling a story or recounting an
experience with appropriate facts and relevant details.

¢ Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) 3-LS1-1 - Develop models to describe that
organisms have unique and diverse life cycles.

Try This Next

¢ Create a detailed drawing or diorama depicting what a young eagle sees during flight, labeling
key features.
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e Write a first-person narrative or poem imagining the sensations and sights experienced as a
passenger on an eagle’s flight.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely enhanced the student's curiosity and imaginative capacity, fostering empathy by
encouraging them to see the world from another creature's perspective. It may also have built

confidence by engaging them in active visualization and storytelling, promoting focus and
independent thinking.
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