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Core Skills Analysis
Science

¢ Recognized the concept of endangered species by exploring the pangolin's conservation
status.

¢ |dentified key factors that contribute to species endangerment, such as habitat loss or
poaching.

¢ Developed an understanding of biodiversity and the importance of protecting unique animals
like pangolins.

e Practiced observational and inquiry skills by asking questions about why pangolins are at risk.

Environmental Awareness

’

¢ Learned about human impact on wildlife, specifically how certain actions can threaten animals
survival.

¢ Began to develop empathy towards living creatures and the importance of conservation
efforts.

¢ Gained insight into global environmental issues by focusing on a lesser-known endangered
animal.

e Engaged in critical thinking about how individual and community choices affect nature.

Tips

To deepen understanding of endangered species like the pangolin, consider incorporating hands-on
activities such as creating a habitat diorama to visualize where pangolins live and what threats they
face. Invite the student to research and present simple facts about pangolins or other endangered
animals, fostering skills in information gathering and communication. Organize a nature walk or visit
to a local wildlife center to observe animals and discuss conservation in real-life contexts. Finally,
encourage creative expression by having the child draw or write a short story imagining a pangolin’s
life, boosting literacy and emotional connection to the topic.

Book Recommendations

¢ Pangolins by Megan Nielson: A well-illustrated introduction to pangolins that explains their
unique features and why they are endangered.

e The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry: A beautifully illustrated story demonstrating rainforest
conservation and the interconnectedness of animals and their environment.

¢ Saving the Species: Endangered Animals by Melvin Berger: This book explores various
endangered animals, highlighting conservation efforts to protect them.

Learning Standards

¢ NGSS K-LS1-1: Use observations to describe patterns of what plants and animals (including
humans) need to survive.

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.3: Describe connections between two individuals, events, ideas, or
pieces of information in a text.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.4: Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with
prompting and support, provide additional detail.

Try This Next

e Create a pangolin fact sheet worksheet with sections for habitat, appearance, and threats.
e Draw a comic strip telling a day in the life of a pangolin, including challenges it faces.
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Growth Beyond Academics

This activity encourages curiosity and empathy by connecting the child emotionally to the plight of
pangolins. It fosters patience and reflection as the child grapples with complex ideas about loss and
protection, laying groundwork for responsible attitudes toward nature.
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