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Core Skills Analysis
Science

¢ Developed observational skills by actively searching for and identifying various bugs in the
environment.

¢ Gained introductory knowledge about insect behavior and the ecological roles that different
bugs play.

¢ Enhanced understanding of habitats and the conditions that support bug life cycles and
activities.

¢ Introduced to basic scientific inquiry by noting differences and similarities among bug species.

Environmental Studies

Learned about biodiversity and the importance of insects in maintaining ecosystem balance.
Recognized how bugs impact soil quality, pollination, and decomposition processes.

e Began appreciating the interconnectedness of living organisms within natural habitats.
Observed how human surroundings influence the presence and activity of insects.

Language Arts

¢ Expanded vocabulary with insect-specific terminology related to anatomy and functions.
¢ Practiced descriptive skills by noting what each bug does and how it behaves.

¢ Developed narrative abilities through explaining observations about bugs.

¢ Encouraged asking questions and forming hypotheses about insect roles in nature.

Tips

To deepen understanding from bug-finding activities, encourage the student to keep a nature journal
documenting different insects with sketches and descriptions. Incorporate outdoor experiences such
as visits to diverse habitats like gardens, ponds, or forests to observe varied insects. Foster
interdisciplinary learning by connecting bug functions to plant life cycles or weather patterns.
Additionally, engaging in simple experiments, like creating a mini compost to observe decomposition
by bugs, can enhance inquiry skills and ecological awareness.

Book Recommendations

¢ The Big Book of Bugs by Yuval Zommer: A vibrant and engaging book introducing children to
the fascinating world of bugs with facts and colorful illustrations.

¢ Waiting for Wings by Louise Penny: A beautifully illustrated story about the life cycle of
butterflies and the role insects play in nature.

e Tiny Creatures: The World of Microbes by Nicola Davies: Explores the invisible world of
microbes, connecting to the broader ecosystem and the roles tiny creatures have, suitable for
curious young readers.

Learning Standards

e NGSS 3-LS2-1: Construct an argument that some animals form groups that help members
survive.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.3: Describe the connection between a series of historical events,
scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.8: Recall information from experiences or gather information from
provided sources to answer a question.

Try This Next

¢ Create a 'Bug Diary' worksheet with sections for drawing the bug, writing its name, habitat,
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and observed behavior.

¢ Design a quiz titled 'Bug Detective' with multiple-choice questions about common insect
functions and habitats.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely fosters curiosity and patience as the student carefully searches for bugs,
enhancing focus and attention to detail. It also builds a sense of connection with nature, potentially
increasing empathy towards living creatures. Successful identification and understanding of insects
can boost confidence and encourage further scientific exploration.
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