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Core Skills Analysis

Geography

Identified and located countries and island groups surrounding Australia on a map, enhancing
spatial awareness of the region.
Learned the relative positions and relationships between Australia and its neighbouring
countries across the Pacific and Indian Oceans.
Developed skills in interpreting and labeling maps by matching written place names to their
geographic locations.
Gained understanding of Australia's geopolitical context and regional geography within
Oceania.

Tips

Building on the activity of mapping Australia's neighbours, encourage Taonga to explore cultural and
environmental aspects of these countries. For example, researching and presenting one key fact
about each neighbouring nation can deepen understanding beyond location. Using interactive digital
maps or tools like Google Earth could help visualize terrain and borders in three dimensions.
Additionally, comparing map types (political, physical) and discussing why different maps emphasize
various features will enrich mapping literacy and critical thinking.

Book Recommendations

Australia and Its Neighbours by Frank Endersby: An illustrated introduction to Australia's
geography and its neighboring countries in the Pacific region.
Oceania: The Pacific Islands by Anna Claybourne: This book explores the islands of the Pacific
with vivid photos and descriptions of culture and geography, perfect for young learners.
Maps and Globes by Jackie Clegg: A beginner's guide to understanding maps, globes, and
geographic concepts, great for developing young cartographers.

Learning Standards

ACHASSK070 - Research and represent the location of Australia’s neighboring countries on a
map.
ACHASSI055 - Develop questions to investigate and locate places using maps.
ACHASSI057 - Interpret simple maps to understand relationships between places.
ACHASSK071 - Understand Australia's place within the broader Pacific region.

Try This Next

Create a matching worksheet where Taonga connects country names to blank map outlines for
review.
Design a quiz with multiple-choice questions about key facts or locations of Australia's
neighbouring countries.
Draw and label a physical map of the region highlighting major bodies of water and landforms.
Write a short travel brochure describing one neighbouring country and its unique features.

Growth Beyond Academics

Taonga demonstrates good focus and engagement during the map-labeling activity, suggesting
growing independence and confidence with geographic tasks. Handling the physical pieces for
matching may also enhance fine motor skills and provide a satisfying hands-on learning experience,
boosting motivation.
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