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Core Skills Analysis

Language Arts

Recognized the structure and phrasing of a common broadcast test message, enhancing
familiarity with formal announcement language.
Developed listening and comprehension skills by interpreting the meaning and intent behind the
phrase 'This is just a test, this is only a test.'
Practiced understanding context clues in a repeated phrase to discern that the message is a drill,
not an actual emergency.
Explored the function of repetition in communication to emphasize the non-urgent nature of the
message.

Tips

To deepen understanding, encourage the student to think about the importance of test messages in real
life, such as safety drills. Have them create their own announcement scripts and practice clear, calm
delivery. Integrate discussions about situations where 'this is just a test' messages are used (fire drills,
emergency broadcasts) to increase awareness of preparedness. Additionally, explore how different
tones and repetitions influence listener reactions and comprehension.

Book Recommendations

Fire Drill by Lilian Moore: A simple story about fire drills that helps children understand the
purpose and importance of safety tests.
Emergency! Stories from the Fire Station by Lilla Tabolt: An engaging book that introduces young
readers to emergency situations and the importance of being prepared.
Broadcast News: An Introduction to Radio and Television News Coverage by Frederick C. Klein: For
older readers, this book explains how test broadcasts and announcements are part of newsroom
operations.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.4: Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of
words and phrases in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.4: Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details,
expressing ideas and feelings clearly.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.1.4.A: Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or
phrase.

Try This Next

Create a worksheet where students fill in missing words from common safety test
announcements.
Write and perform their own 'test' announcement for different scenarios, focusing on tone and
clarity.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely fosters a sense of security and understanding about safety protocols, building
confidence in handling unfamiliar announcements. It may also reduce anxiety about emergency tests by
normalizing the experience through repetition and context comprehension.
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