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Core Skills Analysis

Science

Karina learned to identify and name the major external and internal anatomical parts of a fish,
such as fins, gills, heart, and digestive organs.
She developed observational skills by carefully examining the fish’s body structure and
comparing features to what she has learned about fish biology.
The dissection introduced her to the concept of anatomy and physiology in a hands-on way,
helping her understand how organ systems function and interact.
Following safety protocols and using tools during the dissection enhanced her fine motor skills
as well as awareness of lab procedures.

Tips

To deepen Karina's understanding after the fish dissection, encourage her to create a labeled
diagram or a 3D model of a fish showing internal organs. Incorporate a comparative study by
examining the anatomy of other animals, like frogs or earthworms, to highlight differences and
similarities across species. Use multimedia resources such as educational videos or virtual dissection
apps to reinforce concepts learned practically. To foster scientific communication, have Karina write
a short report or presentation explaining the function of each organ she observed and why fish have
adaptations like gills.

Book Recommendations

The Magic School Bus On the Ocean Floor by Joanna Cole: A fun and educational story that
explores ocean life, including fish anatomy and their environment.
Fish Anatomy for Kids by Richard Spilsbury: An illustrated guide designed for children
explaining the main parts and functions of fish anatomy.
Ocean Life (Eyewitness series) by Johnna Rizzo: A detailed visual book that provides insights
into various ocean creatures and their biological features.

Learning Standards

NGSS 3-LS3-1: Understanding organism traits and anatomy through observation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2: Writing informative texts about the fish anatomy observed.
NGSS 3-5-ETS1-2: Developing skills in planning and carrying out investigations (dissection
procedure).

Try This Next

Create a labeled fish anatomy worksheet, encouraging Karina to color and identify each organ.
Design a quiz with questions such as: 'What organ helps the fish breathe underwater?' or
'Name three fins on a fish and their purposes.'

Growth Beyond Academics

During the fish dissection, Karina likely demonstrated curiosity and focus as she engaged with a new
hands-on learning experience. Handling specimens and tools might have built her confidence and
carefulness. This type of activity can also foster patience and precision while reducing hesitation with
scientific exploration.
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